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Are Christ treasurers called to sacrifice 

(deny ourselves, take up our cross)?   

Yes.



Matthew 10:38

38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. 



Matthew 16:24

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me.



Are Christ treasurers called to pursue 

their greatest joy?  

Yes.



Psalm 16:11

11 You make known to me the path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 

are pleasures forevermore. 



Matthew 13:44

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in 

a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 

field. 



We are called to sacrifice (deny ourselves, 

take up our cross) while we pursue our 

greatest joy (Jesus).



How do we pursue our greatest joy while sacrificing?



What is Sacrifice?

• Sacrifice is the voluntary giving up of something 

valuable, something that brings happiness.



What is pursuing our greatest joy?

• Pursuing that which provides us the deepest, most 

lasting happiness.



What is Christian sacrifice? 

• Giving up of things of value (bring joy) for 

something (Jesus) that is more valuable (brings 

more joy).



What is Christian sacrifice? 

“Deny yourself…” = Don’t let our temporal, 

immediate joy seeking nature, control how we spend 

your resources.



What is Christian sacrifice? 

“Take up your cross…” =  We would happily forfeit 

any resource, including our physical life, in order to 

experience and express the love of Christ.



Christian sacrifice misunderstood:

• Sacrifice no matter the motive is God-glorifying.

• Unless our pain exceeds our joy, it is not real 

sacrifice. 

• Sacrifice is not important



Biblical Support:  Matthew 6:19-21

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 



Biblical Support:  1 Corinthians 13:1-3

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 

have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and 

understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have 

not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and 

if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 

love, I gain nothing. 



Biblical Support:  Hebrews 12:1-2

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 

and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to 

Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of God. 



Not easy to do:  Luke 18:19-30
19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 

No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not 

murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 

Honor your father and mother.’” 21 And he said, “All 

these I have kept from my youth.” 22 When Jesus 

heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. 

Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

me.”



23 But when he heard these things, he became very 

sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, seeing that he 

had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those 

who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For 

it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be 

saved?”



27 But he said, “What is impossible with man is 

possible with God.” 28 And Peter said, “See, we have 

left our homes and followed you.” 29 And he said to 

them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 

house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for 

the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not 

receive many times more in this time, and in the age 

to come eternal life.”



…But Essential:  Luke 16:9-13

9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means 

of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may 

receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10 “One who is 

faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and 

one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest 

in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the 

unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 

riches? 



12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is 

another's, who will give you that which is your own? 
13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and money.” 



A Cost/Benefit Analysis  Mark 8:34-35

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he 

said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's 

will save it. 



A stupid way to live if Christianity isn’t 

real:  1 Corinthians 15:19  

19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of 

all people most to be pitied. 



Monday Takeaways

Review Last Week:

• Where was your greatest joy found?

• What resources (time, energy, money) did you commit 

to pursuing Jesus?

• What resources did you devote to helping others 

pursue Jesus?

• What did you sacrifice in order to more thoroughly 

experience and express Jesus’ love?

• Are you pleased with your choices?



Monday Takeaways
Plan for this week:

• Where are you expecting to find your greatest joy this 

week?

• What resources are you planning to commit to pursuing 

Jesus?

• What resources are you planning to devote to helping 

others pursue Jesus?

• Pursue your greatest joy.

• Keep asking, “Am I finding my greatest joy”?

• What adjustments can I make to increase my joy?


