




Our hope is that we all, together, more fully experience 
Jesus’ love and from that be empowered to share His 
love more joyfully, more intentionally, and more 
naturally in 2023.



What is the Purpose of the Church?



Matthew 28:19-20

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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“To make disciples.” (How I got there)

1) Where I started.
• Bible
• Prayer
• Worship services (am and pm)
• Sunday School
• Boys Brigade
• Basketball team
• Youth Group activities
• Youth Choir
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“To make disciples.” (How I got there)

1) Where I started.
2) Met and treasured Jesus while in seminary. (1980-1982)
3) Internship in Richvale, CA. (1983-1984)
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What is a disciple?

• Misconceptions of discipleship
o ‘Get Out of Hell Free Card’ is all we need!
o It’s what “really serious” Christians do. 

It’s not for all Christians.
o It’s done exclusively in sanctuary and classrooms.
o It’s predominately an intellectual exercise. 

(Joy is not essential nor expected.)
o Only really strong disciples “make disciples”.
o We choose “Evangelism” or Discipleship” to focus on.





What is a disciple?

• Misconceptions of discipleship
• Appropriate (Biblical) view of discipleship



How I figured it out – Brookview
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1) Relationship with God

2) Relationship with other believers

3) Relationship with those yet to believe
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What is a disciple?

• Appropriate (Biblical) view of discipleship
o Making disciples is grounded in the HAPPY experience 

of Jesus’ love.
o Making disciples inevitably flows from being a disciple.
o Making disciples is what ALL disciples do.
o Making disciples includes both Evangelism and OST.
o Making disciples is the most fulfilling, most joyful 

experience there is.
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Our Hope for the Next Three Weeks:

o We would ask God to empower us to more fully experience 
His love and more joyfully share His love with others.

o We would trust that in 2023 God will work in and through us 
to help all kinds of people experience the life transforming 
power of Jesus.

o We would all unitedly, daily, use the “Sharing the Joy Guide”.
o We would experience more joy in 2023 than any prior year.
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