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The Love of Money Is a Pandemic

Pandemic—pervasive and destroys life
All around us money is held up as the answer
Pursing the ‘almighty dollar’ at all cost has

devastating effects

o Absent fathers/mothers harm marriages and families
o Lying and stealing to get ahead kills character
o  Buying things with money we don’t have leads to debilitating debt

Unfortunately, we’ve become accustomed to it

because it is all too common
PROVERBS
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Why Is the Love of Money So Pervasive?

 Alot of people buy in to the ‘Myth of More’ and
materialism
o Believing ‘if | only had more (fill in the blank),
then I'd be more (fill in the blank)’
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When asked once, “How much money
is enough?” John D. Rockefeller answered,
“Just a little bit more.”
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! When asked once, “How much money
is enough?” John D. Rockefeller answered
“Just a little bit more.”

At the peak of his wealth, Rockefeller had a net
worth of about 1% of the entire US economy.
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Why Is the Love of Money So Pervasive?

 Alot of people buy in to the ‘Myth of More’ and
materialism
o Believing ‘if | only had more (fill in the blank),
then I’'d be more (fill in the blank)’

o Believing money will provide me more joy
than what God intends it to
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“I think everybody should get rich and famous
and do everything they ever dreamed of so
they can see that it’s not the answer.”

— Jim Carrey
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What’s the Antidote?
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What’s the Antidote?
 Open your Bible to Proverbs 30:7-9
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Proverbs 30:7

7“Two things | ask of you, Lord;
do not refuse me before | die:
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Proverbs 30:7-8

7“Two things | ask of you, Lord;
do not refuse me before | die:

8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me;
give me neither poverty nor riches,

but give me only my daily bread.
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Proverbs 30:7-9

7“Two things | ask of you, Lord;
do not refuse me before | die:

8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me;
give me neither poverty nor riches,

but give me only my daily bread.
9 Otherwise, | may have too much and disown you

and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’

Or | may become poor and steal,

and so dishonor the name of my God.”
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What’s the Antidote?

1. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.
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What’s the Antidote?

1. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.

Proverbs 30:7,9

7“Two things | ask of you, LORD;
do not refuse me before | die:...
° Otherwise, | may have too much and disown you

and say, ‘Who is the LorD?"”

PROVERBS
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What’s the Antidote?

1. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.
 Make my relationship with God the main thing
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What’s the Antidote?

1. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.
* Make my relationship with God the main thing
 Know that He is the Source and Supplier of
everything | need
o He delights in me trusting and asking Him for
provision
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What’s the Antidote?

1. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.

* Make my relationship with God the main thing

 Know that He is the Source and Supplier of
everything | need

o He delights in me trusting and asking Him for
provision

o He enjoys meeting all my needs and being
generous to me
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful
for His gifts.
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for
His gifts.

Proverbs 30:8

8“...but give me only my daily bread.”
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for
His gifts.
* Never forget that | am daily dependent on God
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2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for
His gifts.

* Never forget that | am daily dependent on God

* Trust Him in the present
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for
His gifts.

* Never forget that | am daily dependent on God

e Trust Him in the present

* Thank Him for everything He has already given
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for

His gifts.
Never forget that | am daily dependent on God

Trust Him in the present

Thank Him for everything He has already given
Don’t compare or complain
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What’s the Antidote?

2. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful for
His gifts.
Never forget that | am daily dependent on God
Trust Him in the present
Thank Him for everything He has already given
Don’t compare or complain
Be content with whatever He sees fit to give
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.

Proverbs 30:9

9..0r | may become poor and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God.”
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.
* The gifts God gives me are not just for me
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.

* The gifts God gives me are not just for me

* The most fun I'll have with money is giving it away
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Proverbs 11:24-25

24"0One person gives freely, yet gains even more;
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.
25 A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED
Living Wisely in an Unwise World




What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.

* The gifts God gives me are not just for me

 The most fun I'll have with money is giving it away

e God deserves and desires the first and best and |
can trust Him to bless the rest
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Proverbs 3:9-10

?“Honor the Lord with your wealth,
with the first fruits of all your crops;

10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine.”
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.
* The gifts God gives me are not just for me
 The most fun I'll have with money is giving it away
* God deserves and desires the first and best and | can
trust Him to bless the rest
o To the church to further God’s kingdom
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.

* The gifts God gives me are not just for me

 The most fun I'll have with money is giving it away

* God deserves and desires the first and best and | can

trust Him to bless the rest

o To the church to further God’s kingdom
o To the needy as unto the Lord
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Proverbs 19:17

17 “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward them for what they have done.”
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What’s the Antidote?

3. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts to
glorify Him.
The gifts God gives me are not just for me
The most fun I'll have with money is giving it away

God deserves and desires the first and best and | can
trust Him to bless the rest

o To the church to further God’s kingdom

o To the needy as unto the Lord
Know that | can never out-give God PROVERBS

"



What’s the Antidote?

. Treasure the Giver, not the gift.

. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and be grateful
for His gifts.

. Treasure the Giver, not the gift, and use His gifts
to glorify Him.
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Making It Personal
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Making It Personal

| «+ When I think | need something, is my first impulse to
pray or panic?
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Making It Personal

* When | think | need something, is my first impulse to
pray or panic?
* When | receive more than | expect, do | desire to

praise God or become prideful?
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Making It Personal

| « When I think | need something, is my first impulse to
pray or panic?
* When | receive more than | expected, do | desire to
| praise God or become prideful?
* Is how I’'m giving and living glorifying God to the
greatest degree possible?
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