
Humility: The Key to Our 
Unitedly Advancing the Gospel 

October 15, 2017 



Review: 



Review: 

1:1-2 Introduction 



Review: 

1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 



Review: 
1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 

 

Paul’s example… 



Review: 
1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 

 

Paul’s example… 

1:12-18 Advancing the Gospel in all 
circumstances. Nothing more important. (Paul 
in prison) 

 



Review: 
1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 

 

Paul’s example… 
1:12-18 Advancing the Gospel in all circumstances. 
Nothing more important. (Paul in prison) 

1:19-26 Deliverance = Advancing the Gospel in 
all Circumstances. (Not ashamed – Christ Life. 
Death. Gain.) 
 

 



Review: 
1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 
 

Paul’s example… 

1:12-18 Advancing the Gospel in all circumstances. Nothing 
more important. (Paul in prison) 

1:19-26 Deliverance = Advancing the Gospel in all 
Circumstances. (Not ashamed – Christ Life. Death. Gain.) 

 

1:27-30 Advancing the Gospel 

 



Review: 
1:1-2 Introduction 

1:3-11 Partners in Advancing the Gospel. 
 

Paul’s example… 

1:12-18 Advancing the Gospel in all circumstances. Nothing 
more important. (Paul in prison) 

1:19-26 Deliverance = Advancing the Gospel in all 
Circumstances. (Not ashamed – Christ Life. Death. Gain.) 

 

1:27-30 Advancing the Gospel UNITY. 

 

 



Philippians 1:27-30 
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or am absent, I may hear of you that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by 
your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of 
their destruction, but of your salvation, and 
that from God. 29 For it has been granted to 
you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for his 



Philippians 1:27-30 
sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
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Unity in the midst of any kind of opposition is 
THE EVIDENCE of the life transforming power 
of the gospel.  
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As Paul encourages us, he wants us 
desperately to see that each of us being 

genuinely humble in Jesus is the key to our 
being united in our devotion to advancing 
the gospel in all circumstances. No matter 
what comes our way, together we will lift 

up Jesus.  



So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind 

Philippians 2:1-11 



among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above 

Philippians 2:1-11 



every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

Philippians 2:1-11 
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2. Each of us living humbly is the 
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Unity is founded in common vision. (Advance the Gospel) 
Unity is built with humility. 
Unity is destroyed by selfishness. (Pride, insecurity, conceit, self-
interest) 

 
Selfishness – My joy is more important than 
others’ and more important than God’s glory.  
 
 

 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 

Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

not joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

not joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

≠ joy 

≠ 
 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 
Others 

God ≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 
Others 

God ≠ glory 

≠ joy 

≠ my joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 
Others 

God 

joy 

glory 

≠ glory 

≠ joy 

≠ my joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 
Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 
Others 

God 

≠ my joy 

joy 

glory ≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 

Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

Genuine 

Humility 
 

≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 

Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

Genuine 

Humility 
 

glory ≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 

Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

Genuine 

Humility 
 

glory 

joy 

joy 

≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  joy 

joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

glory 

Selfishness 

Misunderstood 

Humility 
(Unselfishness) 

Me 

Others 
Others God 

joy 

not joy 

Me 

Others 

God 

Genuine 

Humility 
 

glory 

joy 

joy 

≠ glory 

≠ joy 



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  



1. Unity is essential to promoting the Gospel. 

2. Each of us living humbly is the 
key to our being united.  

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, It’s 
thinking of yourself less.” – C.S. Lewis 
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Philippians 2:3-8 
 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself 



Philippians 2:3-8 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.    
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