




As John comments on the Jew’s response to Jesus, we 
are left with what can feel like conflicting emotions –
grief and happiness.



John 12:37-43
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has 
believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed?” 39 Therefore they could not 
believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He has blinded their 
eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their 
eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I 
would heal them.” 41 Isaiah said these things because he 
saw his glory and spoke of him.



John 12:37-43
42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in 
him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, 
so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for 
they loved the glory that comes from man more than the 
glory that comes from God. 
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John’s Commentary: Most of the Jews rejected Jesus.

This breaks our hearts.

• Jews witnessed numerous expressions of Jesus’ glory
• Jews rejected Jesus because He was not what they 

were expecting



John 12:37-38
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has 
believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the 
arm of the Lord been revealed?”



Isaiah 53:1-2
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom 
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before 
him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 
no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him.



John’s Commentary: Most of the Jews rejected Jesus.

This breaks our hearts.

• Jews witnessed numerous expressions of Jesus’ glory
• Jews rejected Jesus because He was not what they 

were expecting
• Jews were responsible for their rejection of Jesus



John 12:37
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in him



John 3:36
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him.



John’s Commentary: Most of the Jews rejected Jesus.

This breaks our hearts.

• Jews witnessed numerous expressions of Jesus’ glory
• Jews rejected Jesus because He was not what they 

were expecting
• Jews were responsible for their rejection of Jesus
• Jews misinterpreted much of the Old Testament



Isaiah 53:1-7
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom 
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before 
him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 
no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. 



Isaiah 53:1-7
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.
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John 12:37-40
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they 
still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has 
believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed?” 39 Therefore they could not 
believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He has blinded their 
eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their 
eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I 
would heal them.”
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• Jews rejecting Jesus was used by God to purchase 

our salvation



John’s Commentary: This was by God’s design.

This encourages our hearts.

• Jews rejecting Jesus was God’s design being fulfilled
• Jews rejecting Jesus was used by God to purchase 

our salvation
• Not everyone completely rejected Jesus



John 12:41-43
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and
spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the 
authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees 
they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out 
of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes 
from man more than the glory that comes from God. 



John’s Commentary: Most of the Jews rejected Jesus.

John’s Commentary: This was by God’s design.

Jesus’ Summary:



John 12:44-50
44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, 
believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And
whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come 
into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me 
may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words 
and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not 
come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one 
who rejects me and does not receive my words has a 
judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the 
last day.



John 12:44-50
49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father
who sent me has himself given me a commandment—
what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his 
commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as 
the Father has told me.”
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• To believe in Me is to believe in God the Father. 
Jesus is God.
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Jesus’ Summary:

• To believe in Me is to believe in God the Father. 
Jesus is God.

• I have come into the world to be light
• I came into the world to save, not judge
• Whoever rejects Me will be judged for not embracing the 

light of God
• Whoever treasures Me will enjoy eternal life!



John 12:44-50
44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me 
but in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I 
have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not 
remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do 
not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.
47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do 
not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but 
to save the world. 49 For I have not spoken on my own 
authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given 
me a commandment—what to say and what to speak.
50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 
What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.”
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Takeaways:

• Our hearts should break - There is a lot in our lives and in our 
world that should make us sad.

• Our hearts should be encouraged - In our broken world God is 
active and working to promote His glory and love.

• We are privileged to experience His glory and love because He 
has worked and is working to reveal Himself to us.

• We have the pleasure of being able to share Jesus 
with others.
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