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In our text, a woman pours perfume, valuing a 
year’s wages on Jesus.  It is alleged that her act 
was wasteful.  The question is, was it wasteful  
or was it worship?  Jesus’ response will answer  
that question and make an essential truth clear 
to us. 



 

Mark 14:1-11 
1 It was now two days before the Passover and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests 
and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by 
stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the 
feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” 
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a 
woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of 
pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and 
poured it over his head. 4 There were some who 
said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the 
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ointment wasted like that? 5 For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred 
denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded 
her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you 
trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to 
me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and 
whenever you want, you can do good for them. 
But you will not always have me. 8 She has done 
what she could; she has anointed my body 
beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to you, 
wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole 



 

Mark 14:1-11 

world, what she has done will be told in memory of 
her.” 10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the 
twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 
him to them. 11 And when they heard it, they were 
glad and promised to give him money. And he 
sought an opportunity to betray him.  
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1 It was now two days before the Passover and the 
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and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by 
stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the 
feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.”  
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Religious Leaders – Want to kill Jesus, but are 
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Mark 14:10,11 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,  
went to the chief priests in order to betray him to 
them. 11 And when they heard it, they were glad and 
promised to give him money. And he sought an 
opportunity to betray him.  

Judas – Betrays Jesus, provides religious leaders 
with opportunity to arrest Jesus when He is not 
with the crowd. 
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Disciples – It’s a waste. 

Mark 14:3-5 
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon 
the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came 
with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very 
costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his 
head. 4 There were some who said to themselves 
indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like 
that? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for 
more than three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor.” And they scolded her.  



 

Woman (Crowd) 



 

Woman (Crowd)      - Jesus 



 

Woman (Crowd)      - Jesus      - It’s worship. 



 

Mark 14:3-9 
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came 
with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his 
head. 4 There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that?  

5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than 
three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they  
scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do 
you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever 
you want, you can do good for them. But you will not 
always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has 
anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say 
to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.”  



 

Misconceptions of worship: 



 

Misconceptions of worship: 

• Only on Sundays 



 

Misconceptions of worship: 

• Only on Sundays 
• Only involves music 



 

Misconceptions of worship: 

• Only on Sundays 
• Only involves music 
• Only about God 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =   



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something.  



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song  

we like 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song we like 

• Savoring a delicious meal 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song we like 
• Savoring a delicious meal 

• Telling someone we “love” them 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song we like 
• Savoring a delicious meal 
• Telling someone we “love” them. 

• Watching a television show 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song we like 
• Savoring a delicious meal 
• Telling someone we “love” them 
• Watching a television show 

• Working towards the accomplishment  
of anything 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

• Cheering for a sports team 
• Silently, adoringly, gazing at a piece of art 
• Listening to or singing along with a song we like 
• Savoring a delicious meal 
• Telling someone we “love” them 
• Watching a television show 
• Working towards the accomplishment of anything 

• Spending money on “anything” 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

God created us to worship.   
 

 



 

God created us to be worshippers. 
 

Worship =  Ascribing value to something. We know 
what we value by how happy “it” makes us. 
 

Worship = Any expression that accompanies or 
flows from our finding value in anything or anyone. 
 

Worship = Value + Expression 
 

God created us to worship.  To find value in people, 
in things. 
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Sin is attributing more value to something than  
God intends. 

• Golf clubs more than kids 
• Food more than health 
• Fabulous reputation more than  

genuine character 
• Anything or anyone more than Jesus 
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Woman worshipped Jesus.  She ascribed to Him 
exceptional value.  Jesus made her extraordinarily 
happy.  She expressed that happiness. 
 
She worshipped Jesus  =  She happily, uninhibitedly, 
unreservedly, unconditionally poured 
extraordinarily valuable oil on Jesus.  Because Jesus 
was extraordinarily valuable to her. 
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Mark wants us to see: 

• Those who recognize Jesus for who He is  
are drawn to Him 

• Those who recognize Jesus and are  
drawn to Him worship Him, find Him  
extraordinarily valuable  

• Joyfully, inevitably, have to express the  
value they experience in Jesus 
o In limitless ways 
o In ways those who don’t find Jesus as 

valuable would view as wasteful, foolish 
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Mark’s emphases leading to Jesus’ crucifixion: 

• Don’t listen to or follow the religious leaders 
• Jesus’ 2nd coming will be after a terrible time 

of tribulation 
• We who recognize Jesus value Him above all 

else and we express that with unrestrained, 
wholehearted worship 


