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The Reformation is that religious disruption, 

caused by those who through their own study 
of Scripture were attempting to reform the 
Church of the day towards a more biblical 

perspective.  As their efforts to reform were 
spurned, their beliefs became the foundation of 

Protestant Christianity. 
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o Priestly sexual immorality. 
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In the 16th century, Phillip II sent the Duke of Alba 
to Flanders (Belgium) to stamp out the Protestants 
who insisted on reading the Scriptures in their own 
language.  Anyone found studying the Bible was 
hanged, drowned, torn in pieces, or burned alive at 
the stake.  The Church officials had found the Bible 
while inspecting the house of the Mayor of 
Brugge.  One by one, family members were 
questioned, but everyone claimed they knew 
nothing about how the Bible got to their house.   

 

Finally, the officials asked the young maid-servant, 
Wrunken, who boldly declared, “I am reading it!” 

 



The mayor, knowing the penalty for studying the 
Bible, tried to defend her saying, “Oh no, she only 
owns it.  She doesn’t ever read from it.” 

 

But Wrunken chose not to be defined by a lie.  “This 
book is mine.  I am reading from it, and it is more 
precious to me than anything!” 

 

She was sentenced to die by suffocation.  A place 
would be hollowed out in the city wall, she would 
be tied in it, and the opening would be bricked 
over.   

 



On the day of her execution, as she stood by the 
wall, an official tried to get her to change her mind, 
saying, “So young and beautiful – and yet to die.” 

 

Wrunken replied, “My Savior died for me.  I will also 
die for Him.” 

 

As the bricks were laid higher and higher, she was 
warned again.  “You will suffocate and die in here.” 

 

“I will be with Jesus,” she answered. 

 



Finally, the wall was finished, except for one brick 
that would cover her face.  For the last time, the 
official tried to persuade her.  “Repent – just say the 
word and you will go free.”  

  

But, Wrunken refused, saying instead, “O Lord, 
forgive my murderers.”   

 

The brick was put in place.  Many years later, her 
bones were removed from the wall and buried in 
the cemetery of Brugge.  
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- Translated Latin Vulgate Bible into English.  Hand copied hundreds of Bibles and got 
them into the hands of pastors across England. 

- Died of natural causes December 30, 1384. 

- 1415 Council of Trent – Declared a heretic.  His 
bones exhumed, burned and ashes cast into the 
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- Arrested, stripped naked, dunce hat painted with devils labeled “Arch-Heretic”, shoved on 

his head, condemned as a heretic, excommunicated, and burned alive. 

- After being found guilty - “You may roast the goose (Hus = goose), but a hundred years 
from now a swan will arise whose singing you will not be able to silence.”  102 years 
later, October 31, 1517, Luther nailed 95 theses to the door at church in Wittenburg. 

- His last words, “My Lord Jesus Christ was 
bound with a harder chain than this one for my 
sake, so why should I be ashamed of this rusty 
chain?”  When told again to recant his positions 
he refused declaring, “What I taught with my 
lips I will now seal with my blood.” 
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- Translated Greek New Testament into English in Germany, then smuggled 
3,000 printed copies into England.   

- Learned Hebrew and translated much of the Old Testament into English. 

- Declared a heretic, condemned, tied to the stake, strangled by the 
executioner and then consumed by the fire. 

- His final words, “Lord!  Open the King of 
England’s eyes.” 
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- 1507 Luther is ordained. 
- 1508 Luther called to be Theology professor at the University of Wittenburg. 
- 1512 Awarded Doctor of Theology, became the chair of the Theo. department.  
- 1515 Made a vicar, was to oversee the 11 monasteries in his province. 

- 1516 Johan Tetzel, Dominican Friar, primary 
papal representative for indulgences 
(fundraising), went to Germany to raise money 
for St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  “As soon as the 
coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory 
springs.” 
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Meanwhile, I had already during that year returned 
to interpret the Psalter anew.  I had confidence in 
the fact that I was more skillful, after I had lectured 
in the university on St. Paul’s epistles to the 
Romans, to the Galatias, and the one to the 
Hebrews.  I had indeed been captivated with an 
extraordinary ardor for understanding Paul in the 
Epistle to the Romans.  But up till then it was not 
the cold blood ab out of the heart, but a single 
word in Chapter 1, “In it the righteousness of God 
is revealed,” which according to the use and 
custom of all teachers, I had been taught to 
understand philosophically regarding the formal or 



active righteousness, as they call it, with which God 
is righteous and punishes the unrighteous sinner.    
Though I lived as a monk without reproach, I felt 
that I was a sinner before God with an extremely 
disturbed conscience.  I could not believe that he 
was placated by my satisfaction.  I did not love, yes, 
I hated the righteous God who punishes sinners, 
and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly 
murmuring greatly, I was angry with God, and said, 
“As if, indeed, it is not enough that miserable 
sinners, eternally lost through original sin, are 
crushed by every kind of calamity by the law of the 
Decalogue, without having God add pain to pain by 



the gospel and also by gospel threatening us with 
his righteousness and wrath!”  Thus I raged with a 
fierce and troubled conscience.  Nevertheless, I 
beat importunately upon Paul at that place, most 
ardently desiring to know what St. Paul wanted.  At 
last, by the mercy of God, meditating day and 
night, I gave heed to the context of the words, 
namely. “In it, the righteousness of God is revealed, 
as it is written, ‘He who through faith is righteous 
shall live.’”  There I began to understand that the 
righteousness of God is that by which the righteous 
lives by a gift of God, namely faith.  And this is the 
meaning:  the righteousness with which merciful 



God justifies us by faith, as it is written, “He who 
through faith is righteous shall live.”  Here I felt that 
I was altogether born again and had entered 
paradise itself through open gates.  There a totally 
other face of the entire Scripture showed itself to 
me.  Thereupon I ran through the Scripture from 
memory.  I also fount in other terms an analogy, as, 
the work of God, that is what God does in us, the 
power of God, with which he makes us wise, the 
strength of God, the salvation of God, the glory of 
God.   And I extolled my sweetest word with a love 
as great as the hatred with which I had before 
hated the word “righteousness of God”.  Thus that 



place in Paul was for me truly the gate to paradise.  
  



Luther, from his study of the Bible, became 
convinced and argued wholeheartedly that 
forgiveness is God’s alone to grant, those who 
claimed that indulgences absolved buyers from sin, 
punishments and provided them salvation were 
wrong.  Salvation comes from God, by His grace 
alone, through faith in Christ alone.   That is the 
gospel.  Luther, “Justification is the chief article of 
the whole of Christian doctrine, which comprehends 
the understanding of all godliness.” 
  



Key Players 
• Martin Luther 
- 1483 – 1546 
- Theo professor, priest, monk, composer, key guy in Reformation. 
- His father was ambitious and was determined his eldest son be a lawyer.  
- July 2, 1505, on horseback, lightning bolt struck near him, 
- Luther was convinced the best chance he had to become a priest. 
- Luther was deeply and passionately devoted to prayer, fasting, confession … 
- His time in seminary was a time of deep depression and despair, rooted … 
- 1507 Luther is ordained. 
- 1508 Luther called to be Theology professor at the University of Wittenburg. 
- 1512 Awarded Doctor of Theology, became the chair of the Theo. department.  
- 1515 Made a vicar, was to oversee the 11 monasteries in his province. 
- 1516 Johan Tetzel, Dominican Friar, primary papal representative for indulgences … 
- 1517  Luther’s conversion, in his own words…. 

- October 31, 1517 Luther nails his 95 theses to 
church door in Wittenburg.  Titled, 
“Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power 
and Efficacy of Indulgences”. 
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Key Players 
• Martin Luther. 

- 1520 Pope orders Luther to recant or risk excommunication. 

- 1521 Diet of Worms (Assembly of Church Leaders), 
inquisition of Luther, he was asked are these your 
writings, and do you still stand by what you 
wrote?  Luther’s response, “Unless I am convinced 
by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear 
reason, for I do not trust either in the pope or in 
councils alone, since it is well known that they 
have often erred and contradicted themselves, I 
am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my 
conscience is captive to the word of God.  I cannot 
and will not recant anything, since it is neither 
safe nor right to go against conscience, May God 
help me.  Amen.”    He was told he was acting like 
a heretic.  Luther finally responded, “Here I stand, 
I can do no other.”  Luther is excommunicated. 
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- 1525 Luther published, “On the Bondage of the 
Will”.  Christians receive their righteousness not 
because we work in cooperation with God 
(infused), but rather we receive our 
righteousness from outside ourselves, from 
Jesus, His righteousness is seen by God, through 
faith (imputed) as being ours. 
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- 1520 Pope orders Luther to recant or risk excommunication. 

- 1521 Diet of Worms (Assembly of Church Leaders), … 

- 1525 Luther published, “On the Bondage of the Will”.  Christians receive 
their righteousness not because we work in cooperation with God (infused), 
but rather we receive our righteousness from outside ourselves, from Jesus, 
His righteousness is seen by God, through faith (imputed) as being ours. 

- 1525 Luther married Katharina von Bora.  They had 6 children. 

- Luther spent the rest of his life writing, 
preaching, translating, writing hymn lyrics, 
guiding the fledgling new Church, all in order to 
advance the gospel. 
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• Bible gets translated into native tongues. 

• Bible is made accessible to pastors and 
laypeople. 

• The gospel is made extraordinarily more clear. 

• All Protestant churches are a result of the 
Reformation. 
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Key Issues that are still 
relevant  

 • What’s our source of truth about God? 
(Scripture and Tradition) 

• What’s the role of clergy?  

       (Priests Vs Pastors) 

• How are we saved? 

       (Faith and Works) 


