
Oil and Water Sometimes Do Mix 



Mark wants us to see, that though the scribes and 
Jesus’ family in many ways are distinct, though 
they have very different feelings about Jesus, they 
have some surprising similarities, that ought to 
get our attention.  



Mark 3:20-35 
20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered 
again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when 
his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for 
they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, 
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of 
demons he casts out the demons.”  23 And he called 
them to him and said to them in parables, “How can 
Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house will not be 



Mark 3:20-35 

able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is 
coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong 
man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first 
binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder 
his house. 28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be 
forgiven the children of man, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He 
has an unclean spirit.” 31 And his mother and his  
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brothers came, and standing outside they sent to 
him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting 
around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and 
your brother are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he 
answered them, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat 
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is 
my brother and sister and mother.” 
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20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered 
again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And 
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“by the prince of demons he casts out the 
demons.”  
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Scribes accusation against Jesus – “Jesus is working 
for Satan.” 
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Mark 3:20-26 
20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they 
could not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to 
seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed 
by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 

 23 And he called them to him and said to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has 
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but is coming to an end.  



Jesus’ answer: 
1. Jesus is not working for Satan. 

• Satan would never fight against himself. 
• I am stronger and opposed to Satan. 
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20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when 
his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were 
saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince 
of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called them 
to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against 
itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan 
has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, 
but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong 
man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds 
the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 
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20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.21 And 
when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his 
mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called them to 
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28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the 
children of man, and whatever blasphemies they 
utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean 
spirit.” 
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1 Timothy 1:12-14 

12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing 
me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I 
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
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20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to 
seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
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31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing 
outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a crowd 
was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your 
mother and your brother are outside, seeking you.”  
33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around 
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  
35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother 
and sister and mother.” 
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1. Jesus is not working for Satan. 

• Satan would never fight against himself. 
• I am stronger and opposed to Satan. 

2. Jesus will forgive all sins, except one. 
• All sin will be forgiven through faith. 
• To attribute the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan in unforgiveable. 

o Obvious, calloused, attack on the Holy Spirit. 
o Even blasphemy against Jesus is forgivable. 
o If worried about committing it, have not. 
o Paul blasphemed and was forgiven. 

3. Jesus’ true family are those who follow him. 
• Scribes unmistakably outside. 
• Some assumed on the inside (Jesus’ family), may 

actually be on the outside. 
• Those on the inside “do the will of God”. 

o Treasure Jesus. 
o Join Jesus’ mission. 



Mark 3:13-15 
13 And he went up on the mountain and called to him 
those whom he desired, and they came to 
him. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also 
named apostles) so that they might be with him and 
he might send them out to preach 15 and have 
authority to cast out demons.  
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Warnings: 
• Lots of religious training doesn’t guarantee squat. 
• Proximity to Jesus and His Church doesn’t guarantee 

squat. 
Encouragements: 
• Even if no religious training, if we treasure Jesus we are 

good. 
• Even if no past connection to Jesus and His Church, if we 

treasure Jesus we are good. 


