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Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things to you 
is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 
2 Look out for the dogs, look out 
for the evildoers, look out for those 
who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are 
the circumcision, who worship by the 
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus 
and put no confidence in the flesh —   
 

Philippians 3:1-9  



4 though I myself have reason for 
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone 
else thinks he has reason for confidence 
in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under 

Philippians 3:1-9  



the law, blameless.  7 But whatever 
gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him,  

Philippians 3:1-9  



not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith --- 
 

Philippians 3:1-9  



1.You’re a dog if you add 
anything at all to faith. 
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a. Paul condemns adding anything to faith 

b.Paul lived that empty 
theology  
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You’re a dog  
if you add anything at all to faith. 

 

a. Paul condemns adding anything to faith 

b. Paul lived that empty theology  

c. Paul was the leader of this 
pack 
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Ways we still Act like Dogs 

• Disappointment 

• Obligation 

• Comparison  
 



Paul compels us, thru his personal 
experience, to dismiss any thought of 
earning Christ, but instead cling to 
Christ through faith alone and enjoy 
deep intimacy and satisfaction in Him 
to which anything else in life is 
incomparable. 

 



But Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and 
asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem.  

Acts 9:1-6 



3 Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven 
shone around him. 4 And falling to 
the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?” 5 And he 
said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he 

Acts 9:1-6 



And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.6 But rise and 
enter the city, and you will be 
told what you are to do.” 

Acts 9:1-6 



1.You’re a dog if you add 
anything at all to faith. 

2.We’re a child of God if we 
live by Faith alone. 

 
 



We’re a child of God  
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a.Paul passionately advocates 
faith alone  

 

 



7 But whatever gain I had, I 
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as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I  
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Matthew 13:44 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and covered up. Then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. 
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b. Paul experienced the incomparable 
worth of Christ  

c. Paul abandoned all earning 
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e.Jesus is Gain. 
 

 



7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I 
count everything as loss because of 
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7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss 
for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
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When Jesus is Gain. 
• When faced with a choice between anything in this world and Jesus, we 

choose Jesus. 

• Reflect on how our choices draw us closer to Jesus so that we gain more of 
Jesus in the way that we enjoy the things of this world. 

• When enjoying the things of this world (over the holiday season) we show 
that they are not our highest treasure. 

• Live with confidence that even if 
we lose any or all the things of 
this world, we don’t lose, because 
Jesus is gain. 
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