


















John 13:1-20
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-20
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servantis not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them. 



John 13:1-20
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it 
takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I 
am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 
send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me.”



A Packed Prologue



John 13:1-20
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 



John 13:1-3 - Prologue

• At the Feast of the Passover
• Knowing that his hour had come to depart out of this world
• Loving his own who were in the world - to the end. 
• Knowing the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

Iscariot to betray Him
• Knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going back to God… 
• Jesus rose from supper. 



Jesus Is God!



What Did God do…



John 13:1-20
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 



From the Height of Heaven to Dirty Feet



Jesus’ Humble Service



John 13:1-20
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, 
“If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And 
you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was 
to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And 
you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was 
to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:4-8 – Humble Service

• Jesus begins washing the disciples’ feet



John 13:4-8 – Humble Service

• Jesus begins washing the disciples’ feet
• Peter objects



John 13:4-8 – Humble Service

• Jesus begins washing the disciples’ feet
• Peter objects
• Jesus says you’re not going to understand this now



John 13:4-8 – Humble Service

• Jesus begins washing the disciples’ feet
• Peter objects
• Jesus says you’re not going to understand this now
• Jesus points beyond the physical washing



If you will not trust me to serve you in this way –
And to serve you in the much, much bigger ways 

that you cannot even yet imagine –
you have no part with me  



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And 
you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was 
to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



• Peter says wash my hands and head too!

• When you have bathed, your body is clean.  You only 
need to get the dirt off your feet



If you will trust me –
I will make you completely clean

And as you follow me
I will continue to serve you –

washing away your unrighteousness



• Peter says wash my hands and head too!

• When you have bathed, your body is clean.  You only 
need to get the dirt off your feet

• And you are clean… but not all of you.



John 13:1-20
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said 
to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



John 13:1-11 – Example

• The prologue – Jesus is God (With God, was God from the 
beginning, and is heading back to the glory of Heaven)



John 13:1-11 – Example

• The prologue – Jesus is God (With God, was God from the 
beginning, and is heading back to the glory of Heaven)

• The action - Washes the disciples’ feet (including Judas’ feet -
knowing what he was about to do)



John 13:1-11 – Example

• The prologue – Jesus is God (With God, was God from the 
beginning, and is heading back to the glory of Heaven)

• The action - Washes the disciples’ feet (including Judas -
knowing what he was about to do)

• The commission – Go and do likewise



Our Humble Service



From the Height of Heaven to Dirty Feet



From Dirty Feet to the Height of Heaven



John 13:1-20
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 

For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servantis not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them. 



John 13:1-20
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 



John 13:1-20
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you 
if you do them. 



I am your Teacher and Leader,
I chose the most menial, 

most humbling, act of service –
To show you what My way 

Looks like



John 13:1-20
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them. 



John 13:1-20
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it 
takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I 
am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 
send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me.”



John 13:1-20
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it 
takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I 
am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 
send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me.”



John 13:1-20
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it 
takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I 
am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 
send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me.”



When we go and humbly serve –
people will see Jesus; 

When people see Jesus, 
they will see Him seated

At the right hand 
of the Father in Heaven 



From the Height of Heaven to Dirty Feet



From Dirty Feet to the Height of Heaven



What Does Our Humble Service Look Like?



What If I Don’t Like Feet?



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Happily giving of myself to others hoping that they might 

see that my happiness in serving comes from God 



Acts of Humble Service
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• Taking an interest in others 



Acts of Humble Service
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• Hospitality/Kindness



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Taking an interest in others 
• Hospitality/Kindness

• R.E.A.C.H. – RCC Education, Action, and Compassion for 
Human trafficking 



Acts of Humble Service



Acts of Humble Service



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Taking an interest in others 
• Hospitality/Kindness



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Taking an interest in others 
• Hospitality/Kindness
• Speaking the truth in love (standing without pushing)



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Taking an interest in others 
• Hospitality/Kindness
• Speaking the truth in love (standing without pushing)
• Listening



Acts of Humble Service

• Giving of ourselves
• Happily giving of myself to others hoping that they might 

see that my happiness in serving comes from God 



How Do We Do This?



How Do I Do This?

• NOT:
• “I have to”
• “I ought to”
• “It’s the right thing to do”
• “Jesus did it, I guess I can too”
• “I get extra points in Heaven”
• “This gets me into Heaven”
• “This proves that I’m better than others”



It flows from our own experience 
of the Goodness of God
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