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What Jesus has shared already: 
• Parable of the Sower (4:1-20) 
• Parable of the Lamp (4:21-25) 
o We happily let the light of Jesus shine in and 

through us. Always. 
o Those whose light shines, God will empower 

to shine more brightly. But if not … 



Jesus moves back to two agriculturally based 
parables to continue to encourage us, as we share 
in, as we participate, in this beautiful, glorious 
process of God transforming lives, one at a time. 



Parable of the Seed 



Mark 4:26-29 

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man 
should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and 
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; 
he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, 
first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts 
in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  



Be assured.  Be confident.  Be encouraged.  

God is working in and through us to help  

others experience His love. 
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Parable of the Seed 
• We sow. 
• God ultimately produces the growth. 
o We don’t know how it actually happens. 
o God does it. 
o God is doing His work. He is changing lives. 



Mark 4:26-29 

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man 
should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and 
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; 
he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, 
first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts 
in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  
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Parable of the Mustard Seed 



Mark 4:30-34 

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the 
kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for 
it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade.” 33 With many such parables he spoke the 
word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not 
speak to them without a parable, but privately to his 
own disciples he explained everything.  



Be assured.  Be confident.  Be encouraged. 

God is working. He starts small, with almost 

imperceptible beginnings, but He is in the process 
of growing that which is magnificent. 
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Parable of the Mustard Seed 
• God starts small. 
• God grows us gradually. 
• God is growing something that is magnificent. 



Mark 4:30-32 

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the 
kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for 
it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts 
out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade.” 
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Takeaways: 
o Praise God for revealing to us the glory of Jesus. 
o Celebrate the essential role God has given us. 
o Thank, praise, commend, and adore God for the role He has. 
o Relax and enjoy sharing Jesus’ love, grace,  

and forgiveness. 
o Don’t get too discouraged when others don’t seem to be 

drawn to our glorious Jesus. 
o Happily keep sowing, keep shining Jesus’ light, absolutely 

assured God is working in, through, and beyond us. 

o Look for and celebrate God’s work in our lives, 
and in others; it may not be obvious.  But it is 
spectacular. 

 


