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The Flow of the Letter So Far 

1:1-9—Jesus gives amazing grace, empowering and 
enriching us in every way. He is the main thing. 
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1:10-17—Elevating servants (like Paul or Apollos) 
over the Savior is stupid. Quit it! Jesus died for us. 
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1:18-25—God’s wisdom and power are revealed in 
the “foolishness” of the cross. What the world sees 
as weakness and defeat God uses to show his 
strength and victory. 
 

 



The Flow of the Letter So Far 

1:18-25—God’s wisdom and power are revealed in 
the “foolishness” of the cross. What the world sees 
as weakness and defeat God uses to show his 
strength and victory. 
 
1:26-31—God chooses to elevate the foolish and 
powerless in the world’s eye (like the Corinthians) to 
show how wise and strong He is.  

 



1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And  
I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not 
in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not 
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  



The Big Idea 

Elevate Jesus in every way to experience God’s 
power over everything. Keep the main thing (Jesus) 
the main thing to gain everything! 
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• Don’t get distracted. Focus attention on what 
matters most.  

• Don’t add anything to the message. Salvation 
was settled at the cross.  
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How Do We Keep the Main Thing  
the Main Thing? 

1) Elevate Jesus in our mind and with our mouth. 
 

• Don’t steal the spotlight in our conversations. 
• Don’t forget that only God’s power can change 

people.  

 



1 Corinthians 11:23-24 
 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to 
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  
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How Do We Keep the Main Thing  
the Main Thing? 

2) Elevate Jesus with a humble heart. 
 

• Putting on a front is off-putting. 
• Authentically acknowledging our weakness is 

powerful. God delights in using weak people 
to show His strength.  

 



James 4:6 
 

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 



1 Corinthians 11:25-26 
 

25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
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Takeaways 

• Thank God for Jesus.  
• Identify distractions. 
• Elevate Jesus in our thoughts with consistent 

prayer and Scripture reading.  
• Elevate Jesus in our conversations and don’t 

steal the spotlight.  
• Trust that God wants to use weak people (like 

you and me) to bring others to Himself. 


