
 
 



More than Lip Service. 
Mark 7:1-13 



 
 

Religious Leaders      –      Disciples       –      Crowd 
 
 
      Opposed                           Near                Fascinated 
 
 
            Kill                         Missing                 Drawn 
 
 



Mark 7:1-13 
1 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with 
some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his disciples ate 
with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.  
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat 
unless they wash their hands properly, holding 
to the tradition of the elders, 4 and when they 
come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless 
they wash.  And there are many other traditions 
that they observe, such as the washing of cups and 
pots and copper vessels and dining couches.)  



Mark 7:1-13 

5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not walk according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘ This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is 
far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 8 You 
leave the commandment of God and hold to the 
tradition of men.” 



Mark 7:1-13 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way 
of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles 
father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a 
man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you 
would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, 
given to God)— 12 then you no longer permit him to 
do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making 
void the word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down. And many such things you do.” 



 
 

Living to make God happy is a great thing.   
Pleasing God goes beyond a series of words or 

behaviors we may use.   
Jesus is calling us to reorient our life, 

understanding that sometimes we live in a way 
that we think pleases God,  
but in fact He is displeased.  

BIG IDEA 



 
 

We sometimes have an inaccurate 
view of God, and we don’t even 
know it.  



The Pharisees come to Jesus with an Accusation 
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• Raised an idea connected to a tradition 
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• Raised an idea connected to a tradition 

• Enforced the tradition as if it were a 
God-made commandment. 
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• Raised an idea connected to a tradition 
• Enforced the tradition as if it were a God made 

commandment 

• They believed they were pleasing God 
 

The Pharisees come to Jesus with an Accusation 



 
 

Galatians 1:13-14 

13 For you have heard of my former life in 
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I 
was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 
my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of 
my fathers. 
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• Raised an idea connected to a tradition 
• Enforced the tradition as if it were a God-made 

commandment 
• They believed they were pleasing God 

• Their accusation revealed an 
inaccurate view of God 

 

The Pharisees come to Jesus with an Accusation 
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5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not walk according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, “‘ This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is 
far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 8 You 
leave the commandment of God and hold to the 
tradition of men.” 



 
 

We sometimes have an inaccurate view of God, and 
we don’t even know it.  

 

We must see God as He has revealed 
Himself through His Word.   



 
 

Jesus responds to their Accusations 
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Jesus responds to their Accusations 

• Jesus tells them that they think they 
are glorifying God, but they are not. 
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Jesus tells them that they think they are glorifying 
God, but they are not. 

• Our definition of Hypocrisy: deliberately lying 
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Jesus tells them that they think they are glorifying 
God, but they are not. 

• Our definition of Hypocrisy: deliberately lying 
 

• Jesus’ use of Hypocrisy: inconsistency in what 
they think they are doing and what they are 
actually doing.   
 



 
 

Jesus responds to their Accusations 
• Jesus tells them that they think they are glorifying God, but 

they are not. 

• Jesus rebukes them for enforcing 
their traditions as if they were God-
made commandments.  
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What the tradition of the elders was: by it all were 
enjoined to wash their hands before meat; a 
cleanly custom, and no harm to it; but they placed 
religion in it.  They interposed their authority, and 
commanded all to do it upon pain of 
excommunication; this they kept up as the 
tradition of the elders.  

- Matthew Henry 
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Jesus responds to their Accusations 
• Jesus tells them that they think they are glorifying God, but 

they are not. 
• Jesus rebukes them for enforcing their traditions as if they 

were God-made commandments.  

• Jesus highlights the commandment 
to Honor Father and Mother. 
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1 Timothy 5:8 

8 But if anyone does not provide for his 
relatives, and especially for members of 
his household, he has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever. 
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Jesus responds to their Accusations 
• Jesus tells them that they think they are glorifying God, but 

they are not. 
• Jesus rebukes them for enforcing their traditions as if they 

were God made commandments.  
• Jesus highlights the commandment to Honor Father and 

Mother. 

• Jesus demonstrates their tradition is 
canceling out God’s original 
intention of Honoring Father and 
Mother. 



Mark 7:1-13 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way 
of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles 
father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a 
man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you 
would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, 
given to God)— 12 then you no longer permit him to 
do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making 
void the word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down. And many such things you do.” 



Jesus responds to their Accusations 

GOD 

traditions 

Scripture 



Jesus responds to their Accusations 

GOD 

traditions 

Scripture 



Mark 7:1-13 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way 
of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles 
father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a 
man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you 
would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, 
given to God)— 12 then you no longer permit him to 
do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making 
void the word of God by your tradition that you 
have handed down. And many such things you do.” 



Jesus responds to their Accusations 

GOD 

traditions 

Scripture 



 
 

We sometimes have an inaccurate view of God, and we 
don’t even know it.  
 
We must see God as He has revealed Himself through His 
Word.   

 

We gladly commit to and celebrate 
the pursuit of accurately seeing God 
for who He is. 
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• What traditions do you have that flow 

from Scripture and point you to God? 
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 • What traditions do you have that flow from Scripture and point you to God? 
• What traditions do you have that may supersede what they’re pointing to? 

• This week gladly commit to a new 
tradition that flows from your 
understanding of who God is. 

We gladly commit to and celebrate the pursuit of 
accurately seeing God for who He is. 



 
 • What traditions do you have that flow from Scripture and point you to God? 
• What traditions do you have that may supersede what they’re pointing to? 
• This week gladly commit to a new tradition that flows from your 

understanding of who God is. 

• Commit to hanging with someone 
that helps you pursue an accurate 
picture of God. 

We gladly commit to and celebrate the pursuit of 
accurately seeing God for who He is. 
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Mark 7:1-13 


