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John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. # Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither

can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the
l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




John 15:1-17

® If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples. ® As the Father has loved me, so have | loved
you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you

l will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's

commandments and abide in his love.




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends,

for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to

you.




John 15:1-17

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may

__ giveittoyou. ! These things | command you, so that you will
love one another.




The Metaphor

e |am the true vine




Isaiah 80

8You transplanted a vine from Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it,
- and it took root and filled the land.
10The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches.

its shoots as far as the River.

l 111ts branches reached as far as the Sea,




Isaiah 80

12 \Why (God) have you broken down its walls
so that all who pass by pick its grapes?

16 Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire;
- at your rebuke your people perish.

17 Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand,
\ the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
l 18 Then we will not turn away from you;

revive us, and we will call on your name.




The Metaphor

e |am the true vine




John 15:1-17

1 “ am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. # Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither

can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the
l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. # Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither

can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the
l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. # Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the

l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word
that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are

the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




The Metaphor

| am the true vine

God is the Gardener

You (disciples)

You are intenc

You are alreac

are the branches

ed to bear fruit

y cleaned (pruned) and ready to bear fruit




y How Do We Bear Fruit?




y Two Commands




Command #1




John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither

can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the
l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




Command #1

- Abide in Jesus




Command #1

. Experience Jesus’ Love, and keep experiencing it




Experiencing Jesus...

* |s our only way to Life




John 14:6

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No

—~ one comes to the Father except through me.




John 15:6

® If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch
- and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the

fire, and burned.




Is our on

Is our on

Experiencing Jesus...

y way to Life

y way to the Father (John 14:6)



Experiencing Jesus...

* |s our only way to Life

* |s our only way to the Father

~ e+ |souronly way to lasting Joy




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my
commandment, that you love one another as | have loved

you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what
| command you. 1> No longer do | call you servants, for the

servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have
l called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father |
have made known to you.




Is our on
Is our on

S our on

S Our on

Experiencing Jesus...

y way to Life
v way to the Father
y way to lasting Joy

y power to produce fruit



John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that |
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are the

l branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




Command #1

. Experience Jesus’ Love, and keep experiencing it




Command #2




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment,
that you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love

has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends,
for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to

you.




Command #2

y Express Jesus’ love, and keep expressing it




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends,
for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to

you.




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love




God-Glorifying Love




God-Glorifying Love

Three Essential Ingredients




God-Glorifying Love
Three Essential Ingredients

* Happily giving of my resources (time, effort, stuff...)

* For the happiness of others (meets some need)

\\‘

'  Hoping that they might see my happiness in God




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love

e He chose them




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love

e He chose them

~ * He patiently walked alongside them for 3 years




As Jesus Loved...

* He demonstrated His love
* He chose them
~ * He patiently walked alongside them for 3 years

* On this same evening, He washed their feet




As Jesus Loved...

* He demonstrated His love
* He chose them
~ * He patiently walked alongside them for 3 years

* On this same evening, He washed their feet

J * On this same evening, He will be arrested




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends,

for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to

you.




God-Glorifying Love
Three Essential Ingredients

* Happily giving of my resources (time, effort, stuff...)

* For the happiness of others (meets some need)

\\‘

'  Hoping that they might see my happiness in God




He demonstrated His love

As Jesus Loved...

He chose them

He patiently walked alongside them for 3 years

On this same evening,

On this same evening,

He will give His life

€ Was

e will

ned their feet

e arrested




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends,
for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to

you.




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love

—~ + He spoke of His love




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love

—~ + He spoke of His love

* He made known the Father’s loving plans




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that

you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends. 1 You are my friends if you do what | command

you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does
not know what his master is doing; but | have called you
friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made

known to you.




As Jesus Loved...

 He spoke of His love

* He made known the Father’s loving plans

~ e He called them friends




He spoke of

He made

e Cd

e to

lec

As Jesus Loved...

His love

<nown the Father’s loving plans

them friends

dt

nem that He chose them




John 15:1-17

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may

__ giveittoyou. ! These things | command you, so that you will
love one another.




As Jesus Loved...

e He demonstrated His love

—~ + He spoke of His love




- Experiencing and Expressing is Essential




John 15:1-17

1 “l'am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word
that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. > | am the vine; you are

the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.




John 15:1-17

® If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a

branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for

you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit
and so prove to be my disciples. ? As the Father has loved me, so
have | loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have

kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.




y How We Typically Talk About Experiencing and

Expressing at RCC




THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOHN




Experiencing Jesus’ Love

R3




Experiencing Jesus’ Love

R3

Expressing Jesus’ Love to Others




Experiencing Jesus’ Love

R3

Expressing Jesus’ Love to Others




For Joy!

* Joyin us, and through us, Joy in others (v.11)




John 15:1-17

11 These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my
commandment, that you love one another as | have loved

you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what
| command you. 1> No longer do | call you servants, for the

servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have
l called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father |
have made known to you.




For Joy!

The two essential ingredients of Christianity

(experiencing Jesus’ love and expressing it)

are for our JOY!




For Joy!

* Joyin us, and through us, Joy in others (v.11)

* New fruitful branches get added (v.16) — JOY!




John 15:1-17

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may

__ giveittoyou. ! These things | command you, so that you will
love one another.




For Joy!

* Joyin us, and through us, Joy in others (v.11)

* New fruitful branches get added (v.16)
~ * @God gets glorified (v.8, 16) — JOY!




John 15:1-17

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he

__ may give it to you. '’ These things | command you, so that you
will love one another.




John 15:1-17

® If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. & By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples. ® As the Father has loved me, so have | loved
you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you

l will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's

commandments and abide in his love.




Two Commands (for our Joy)

Experience Jesus’ Love, and keep experiencing it

Express Jesus’ love, and keep expressing it

\
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