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When we come to treasure Jesus, the impact of 
His relationship saturates us.  Jesus has called us 
to live and speak for Him.  Sometimes in order to 
point people to Jesus, we are called to stand 
lovingly against those who oppose God’s moral 
principles. 



Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had 
become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has 
been raised from the dead. That is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But 
others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But 
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod 
who had sent and seized John and bound him in 
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's 



Mark 6:14-29 

wife, because he had married her. 18 For John had 
been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother's wife.” 19 And Herodias had a 
grudge against him and wanted to put him to 
death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 
and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military 
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commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For 
when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to 
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it to you.”23 And he vowed to her, “Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my 
kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her 
mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, 
“The head of John the Baptist.” 25 And she came in 
immediately with haste to the king and asked,  



Mark 6:14-29 

saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was 
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his 
guests he did not want to break his word to 
her. 27 And immediately the king sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John's head. He 
went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and 
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, 
and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When 
his disciples heard of it, they came and took his 
body and laid it in a tomb. 



We stand lovingly for those values which 
flow from Jesus. 



We stand lovingly for those values which 
flow from Jesus. 
John the Baptist lived to point people to Jesus.  



We stand lovingly for those values which 
flow from Jesus. 
John the Baptist lived to point people to Jesus. 
Because of that he stood for the morality of God.  



We stand lovingly for those values which 
flow from Jesus. 
John the Baptist lived to point people to Jesus. 
Because of that he stood for the morality of God. 
That always includes repentance. 
 



    Head       



    Head              Heart 



    Head              Heart                     Action   



We stand lovingly for those values which 
flow from Jesus. 
John the Baptist lived to point people to Jesus. 
Because of that he stood for the morality of God. 
That always includes repentance. 
 

Mark 1:4 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
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Mark 1:14-15 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  
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Mark 6:12 
12 So they went out and proclaimed that people 
should repent.  
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Mark 6:17-18 

17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and  
bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip's wife, because he had married her. 18 For John had 
been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother's wife.”  
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3 biggest issues of our day: 

• Gay marriage 
• Gender identity 
• Abortion 
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• Our purpose is to point to the love, grace, forgiveness and 

life transforming power of Jesus. (Not to just “WIN” – Not to 
simply change behaviors) 

• We communicate as effectively as we can as our aim is to 
help. (Not fight) 

• We are devoted to building relationships to establish 
credibility. (Embedded in culture) 

• We encourage people to treasure Jesus and repent from all 
sin, not just particular ones. (cheating on taxes, sexual 
immorality, divorce, materialism, child abuse) 

• We always keep Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, all are saved by faith, as the 
preeminent focus of our lives. (We major on 
the major) 
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We stand lovingly not expecting the 
majority of people to embrace our 
values or us. 

Herod cuts off John’s head. 
• Herod listened to and respected John. 
• Herod didn’t think John was guilty. 
• Herod regretted killing John. 
• Herod yielded to peer pressure. 



Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had 
become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has 
been raised from the dead. That is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But 
others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But 
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod 
who had sent and seized John and bound him in 
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's 
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saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
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John the Baptist lived to point people to Jesus. Because of that he stood for the morality of 
God. That always includes repentance. His encouragement was not received well.  
 
Herod’s treatment of John the Baptist prepares us for Pilate’s treatment of Jesus, and the 
world’s treatment of us. 

 
John was not treated fairly. Jesus was not treated 
fairly. We should not expect to be treated fairly. 
Never the less, we stand lovingly in order to point 
people to Jesus.  
 


