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Pharisees criticize Jesus’ disciples for not following 
the traditions of the elders (religious leaders). 
 

• Not washing hands 
• Disciples are eating with defiled hands 
• Appropriate behavior determines 

righteousness (Works Righteousness) 
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GIVE YOUR MONEY TO GOD  
 
“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites…” 
 
“You leave the commandments of God and hold to   
  the traditions of men.” 
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  commandments of God in order to establish  
  your tradition!” 
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Our obsession with the expression of Sin,  
with sinful behaviors, diminishes our ability to 
recognize the magnitude of our problem.  Sin 
flows from our core.  Each of us is a Sinner. 
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19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, 
and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods 
clean.) 20 And he said, “What comes out of a 
person is what defiles him. 21 For from within, out 
of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come 
from within, and they defile a person.”  
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Pharisees and people are focused on sin, with a 
small “s”, the sinful behaviors that flow from a 
Sinful nature.  They are missing the Sinful Nature. 
 
The Pharisees and people are focused on sins, 
attitudes and actions, and the problem is bigger 
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“If only it were all so simple! If only there were evil 
people somewhere insidiously committing evil 
deeds, and it were necessary only to separate 
them from the rest of us and destroy them. But 
the line dividing good and evil cuts through the 
heart of every human being.” 
 
   Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn,  
   The Gulag Archipelago 
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authors, asking the question, “What’s wrong with 
the world today? And Chesterton responded 
simply,  
 
“Dear Sir, 
  I am. 
 Yours, G. K. Chesterton.” 
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pleased. 
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really ticked. 
• Mistakenly view others as more sinful. 
• Wrongly see sin as contagious. 
• Defeated, depressed, feel like failures because 

we never completely overcome our sin. 
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• It can only be forgiven. Jesus is the only 
answer. 


