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Who is Jesus? 
 

Jesus is the Christ. 
 
 



Mark 8:27-30 

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others 
say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And 
he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he 
strictly charged them to tell no one about him.  
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Today’s text: 
 
Mark’s Big Ideas:  What will the Christ look like?  
What is genuine faith? 



Jesus clarifies what the Christ looks like 
because the people had the wrong idea. 



Jesus clarifies what the Christ looks like 
because the people had the wrong idea. 
And then, he more fully describes the essence 
of faith. 



Mark 8:31–38 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this  
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 34 And calling the crowd to him with his 
disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 



Mark 8:31–38 

follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose  
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what 
can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
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Mark 8:31-33 

31 And he began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise again.  
32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,  
“Get behind me, Satan!  For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.”  



What does the Christ look like? 
 

Jesus the Christ must die. 
 

• Suffer 
• Be rejected 
• Die 
• Rise 



Not what they expected, but exactly what God 
predicted … 



Isaiah 53:4-11 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 
one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 



Isaiah 53:4-11 

that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken 
away; and as for his generation, who considered that 
he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken 
for the transgression of my people? 9 And they made 
his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his 
death, although he had done no violence, and there 
was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of 
the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when 
  



Isaiah 53:4-11 

his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his 
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the 
LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish 
of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,  
make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall 
bear their iniquities. 



Not what they expected, but exactly what God 
predicted … 
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Mark 8:34-38 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he 
said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
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whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will 
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• …deny self = forfeit self-determined view of 
          how life works, embrace God’s 
 

• …take up our cross = to treasure Jesus so  
       thoroughly, we would 
       happily die if He asked 
       us to 
 

• …follow him = joyfully persevere, never,  
          ever, give up 
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Mark 8:34-35 
 

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he 
said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's  
will save it.  
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Jesus the Christ must be followed. 
2. What are the liabilities of not following Jesus? 

 To save our life is to lose it. 
 

       Save = not deny self 
      not take up cross 
                not follow 
 
 Lose = forfeit soul (though gain world) 
 

 
 



Mark 8:34-37 

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, 
he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.35 For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and 
the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
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Jesus the Christ must be followed. 
2. What are the liabilities of not following Jesus? 

 To save our life is to lose it. 
 

       Save = not deny self 
             not take up cross 
                not follow 
 
 Lose = forfeit soul (though gain world) 

   be rejected by Jesus 
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34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he 
said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's 
will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can 
a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” 
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Jesus the Christ must be followed. 
3.  What are the benefits of following Jesus? 
     To lose our life is to save it. 
  
 Lose =  deny self  
              take up cross 
                to follow 
 
 Save = save our life 
               save our soul 
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• Assurance of full experience of God’s love 
• Unlimited appreciation of God’s glory 

• Living with unrestrained happiness in the 
presence of God forever  
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Misconceptions about genuine faith: 

1. Our faith and obedience saves us.  
(Works Righteousness) 

2. Trusting Jesus will bring health and wealth. 
(Prosperity Gospel) 

3. We can have faith and not “lose” anything. 
(Easy Believism) 


