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In this Psalm, David tells us there is nothing 
better than enjoying God’s forgiveness.  David’s 
encouragement is – Do what I did: recognize 
your need, be honest with God, ask for His 
forgiveness, and celebrate His forgiveness. 



1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
 forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
 counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit 
 there is no deceit. 
 
 



3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted 
 away through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy 
 upon me; my strength was dried  up as 
 by the heat of summer.    
       Selah 



5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not 
 cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess 
 my transgressions to the Lord,” and you 
 forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
       Selah 
 



6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer 
 prayer to you at a time when you may be 
 found; surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not reach him. 
7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve  
 me from trouble; you surround me with 
 shouts of deliverance.  
       Selah 
 



8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
 you should go; I will counsel you with my 
 eye upon you. 
9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
 understanding, which must be curbed 
 with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near 
 you. 
 



10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but 
 steadfast love surrounds the one who 
 trusts in the Lord. 
11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O 
 righteous,  and shout for joy, all you 
 upright in heart! 
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1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
 forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
 counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit 
 there is no deceit. 
 
 



Blessed = Happy 



Emotions are the gauge  
of what we value 

 
-Dr. Jeremy Pierre 
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 All Sin 

•Transgression – rebellion, disloyalty 
 
•Sin – diverting from God’s will  
 
•Iniquity – wrong or crooked act  



 …Is Covered  

•Forgiven – carried away, removed 
 
•Covered – hidden, but still present 
 
•Not counted – no longer grounds for God’s  
   disapproval, anger, judgment 



 Romans 4:8-9 
 5 And to the one who does not work 
but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness,6 just as 
David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart from 
works: 
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
will not count his sin.” 
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The truth about forgiveness is… 
There is nothing better! 



David’s Experience 
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God’s forgiveness is… 



The truth about being without 

God’s forgiveness is… 
There is nothing worse! 
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he hurt, his strength dried up, he was God’s 
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•He admitted his sin to God, he did not cover 
it, he confessed it – and God forgave! (v.5) 



My Experience 

•David thinking of his congregation – knowing 
some have not done this, have not 
experienced this forgiveness 
 



My Experience 

•David thinking of his congregation – knowing 
some have not done this, have not 
experienced this forgiveness 
 
•I had not 



Instructions/Experience 
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•Go to God, Acknowledge you sin, Confess it, 
Ask for forgiveness (v.6) 
•Now! Soon! While God is available! Before it 
is too late! 
 



 Instruction from Experience 

•Go to God, Acknowledge you sin, Confess it, 
Ask for forgiveness (v.6) 
•Now! Soon! While God is available! Before it 
is too late! 
 
•I did, and God has provided for me, preserved 
me, and surrounded me with reminders of His 
love (v.7) 



Instruction 



8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
 you should go; I will counsel you with my 
 eye upon you. 
9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
 understanding, which must be curbed 
 with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near 
 you. 
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Instructions 

• Do Not Be Like a Donkey 
• Don’t be obstinate 
• Don’t be stubborn 
• Don’t be forced to draw near to God 
 

• Let’s go to Him now 
 



Prayer 



Prayer 

Lord God Almighty, 
Your understanding is unsearchable and 

infinite, and 
Your agency extends through limitless space. 
Holy is your wisdom, power, mercy, ways and 

works. 



Prayer 

How can I stand before you  
With my numberless and aggravated offenses? 

I have often loved darkness, 
Forsaken Your given mercies, 

Mocked Your providences, 
And worshipped You with my lips alone. 



Prayer 

It is only because of Your compassion that I am 
not consumed. 

Forgive me, save me from despair, and 
Help me trust in the grace that flows even to 

the chief of sinners. 
 Amen. 



Communion 



Communion 

10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but 
 steadfast love surrounds the one who 
 trusts in the Lord. 

 



The Results of Forgiveness 

11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O 
 righteous,  and shout for joy, all you 
 upright in heart! 

 



Is there anything better than 
being surrounded by the 

steadfast, constant, 
unchanging love of God? 



Success 



Influence 



Money 



Family 



Friends 
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this life… 
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Because we need it more than anything else in 
this life… 

• It has more value than anything 
else 

• It makes us happier than 
anything else 

God’s Forgiveness 



Be glad in the Lord, 
Rejoice, O righteous, and 
Shout for joy all you 
upright in heart!” 


