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Paul continues to encourage us to genuinely 
and deeply experience and then more 
accurately and fully display Jesus’ love in a 
way that delights God.  What keeps us from 
more abundantly enjoying God’s design for 
our lives?  What will help us? 



1 Corinthians 3:18-23 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks 
that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he 
may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly 
with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their 
craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of 
the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in 
men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos 
or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or 
the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and  
Christ is God's. 
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What keeps us from more abundantly 
enjoying God’s design for our lives? 
 

The primary obstacle: Our being self-deceived. 

What is tough to believe: 
1. We get saved by a guy who died. (Keeps people from 

treasuring Jesus.) 
o Foolish to the world 



1 Corinthians 3:18 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you 
thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a 
fool that he may become wise.  



 Wise in this age             Fool in this world              Wise in God 



1 Corinthians 1:20-21 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  



1 Corinthians 2:6-8 

6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, 
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  
7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of 
God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood 
this, for if they had, they would not have crucified  
the Lord of glory.  



1 Corinthians 2:14 

14 The natural person does not accept the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 



What keeps us from more abundantly 
enjoying God’s design for our lives? 
 

The primary obstacle: Our being self-deceived. 

What is tough to believe: 
1. We get saved by a guy who died. (Keeps people from 

treasuring Jesus.) 
2. We will not find true significance and security in the 

approval of other people. (Keeps us from more fully 
experiencing and displaying Jesus’ love.) 
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…love. 
…security and significance. 
…for our lives to matter. 
 

We are all tempted to look for this in the approval of people. 
 

God is the only one who can genuinely provide the love, 
significance, security and meaning that truly fills our hearts. 
 

The journey of faith is to find that significance and security 
in our relationship with God. 
  



1 Corinthians 3:18-23 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you 
thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool 
that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this 
world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the 
wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows 
the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no 
one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 
the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's. 
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What helps us more abundantly experience 
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The Solution: Our fully grasping all we have  
in Jesus. 
 

 
• Everything belongs to us. 
• Everything belongs to us because we belong to Christ. 
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What helps us more abundantly experience 
God’s design for our lives? 
 

The Solution: Our fully grasping all we have  
in Jesus. 
 

 
• Everything belongs to us. 
• Everything belongs to us because we belong to Christ. 
• Everything belongs to us because we belong to Christ 

and He belongs to God. 



1 Corinthians 3:18-23 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks 
that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he 
may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly 
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Takeaways: 

What can we do to diminish our being self-deceived? 
• Admit we have the potential to be self-deceived. 
• Continue to grow in our understanding of all we have in 

Jesus (Scripture). 
• Contemplate and celebrate all we have in Jesus. 
• Build relationships with people we trust to point out our 

potential self-deception and the limitless wealth we 
already have in Jesus. 

• We boast not in ourselves, or other people, but only, 
always, in Jesus. 


