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What’s going on:

• Jesus finished dinner with disciples.  (13-17)
• Jesus arrested, Peter cuts off ear, brought to Caiaphas, Peter 

denies Jesus 3 X’s.  (18:1-27)
• Jesus brought to Pilate.



John 18:28-40
28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the 
governor's headquarters. It was early morning. They 
themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that 
they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So 
Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you 
bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man 
were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to 
you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him 
by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for



John 18:28-40
us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that 
Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going 
to die. 33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called 
Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus 
answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others 
say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your 
own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 
What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants



John 18:28-40
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate 
said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that 
I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I 
have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said 
to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back 
outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But 
you have a custom that I should release one man for you 



John 18:28-40
at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King 
of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.
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Jesus before Pilate

• Jews don’t go in – want to eat the Passover
• Jews can’t give any detail about what Jesus did wrong
• Pilate finds Jesus not guilty
• Pilate releases Barabbas
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John 18:33-36
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and 
said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus 
answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others 
say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your 
own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 
What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants 
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
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• Not about stuff
• Stuff is an essential part of life
• Stuff is appealing
• Stuff is easier to see than the spiritual 



Luke 17:20-21
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not 
coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, 
‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is 
in the midst of you.”
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• Is a spiritual kingdom – it is spectacular
• Redeemed back to God
• Peace
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John 16:33
33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.”



Jesus came to initiate His Kingdom for our benefit.
1. There is a kingdom
2. Jesus is the King of the Kingdom
• Jesus lived to display God’s glory.
• Jesus died to redeem us to God.
• Jesus gives us peace.
• Jesus gives us joy.  



John 15:11
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full.



1 Peter 1:8-9
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do 
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that 
is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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Jesus came to initiate His Kingdom for our benefit.
1. There is a kingdom
2. Jesus is the King of the Kingdom
3. Those who live in Jesus’ Kingdom abide in Him.



John 15:1-5
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.



Jesus was born to bear witness to the truth for our 
eternal good.



John 18:36-38
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants 37 Then Pilate said to 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have 
come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, 
“What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside 
to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.
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Greatest challenge we are now facing is the denial of this 1st implication.
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Jesus was born to bear witness to the truth for our 
eternal good.

1. There is truth

The Truth of Relativism - There is no objective truth.

Relativism:
• no absolute, objective truth, a particular individual or culture 

determines their truth
• the denial that there is objective truth grounded in the character of 

The Almighty God or any other source.
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Appeal of relativism:
• tolerant
• open minded
• all ideas equally valid
• promotes humility
• diminishes responsibility 

Abhorrence of objective truth:
• intolerant
• close minded
• superiority
• promotes arrogance
• demands responsibility



“There is one thing a professor can be absolutely certain of: almost 
every student entering the university believes, or says he believes, that 
truth is relative.”

- Allan Bloom



“Relativism poses as humble by saying: “We are not smart enough to 
know what the truth is—or if there is any universal truth.” It sounds 
humble. But look carefully at what is happening. It’s like a servant saying: 
I am not smart enough to know which person here is my master—or if I 
even have a master. The result is that I don’t have a master and I can be 
my own master. That is in reality what happens to relativists: In claiming 
to be too lowly to know the truth, they exalt themselves as supreme 
arbiter of what they can think and do. This is not humility. This is the 
essence of pride.”

- John Piper 



We believe in absolute, objective truth – GOD
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Our view: 
Objective Truth = God -> (X) Bible interpreted 
accurately -> (X) Accurate picture of God, the world, 
and ourselves

Relativist’s view: 
Truth = Their view of the world



We humbly submit to God as revealed to us 
through His Word.
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Jesus was born to bear witness to the truth for our 
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1. There is truth
2. Jesus is the primary promoter of The Truth

Why He was born.  To help us see the truth of God and ourselves.

• He is holy.
• He loves us, despite our sinful nature and choices.
• He desires our good.
• He is willing to pay the highest price to protect His righteousness 

and purchase our salvation.
• He chooses us to help others see The Truth.
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How do we help those with relativist worldview see The Truth of 
God?

• Use reason (lots of questions) “How did you get to your worldview?”
• Authentically, consistently display the hope, joy and love that comes 

from Jesus
• Live with a joyful, non-anxious presence in all of life

“Disciples are those who have been so ravished with Christ that others 
want to be like them.”

- Dallas Willard
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Jesus was born to bear witness to the truth for our 
eternal good.

1. There is truth
2. Jesus is the primary promoter of The Truth.
3. Those who embrace the truth enjoy Jesus’ kingdom.

The Truth - Jesus’ kingdom is a present reality.

• Transformed from objects of wrath into God’s children
• Death has been demolished
• Given the Spirit of God
• Assured Jesus is always with us
• Called and empowered to introduce others to Jesus’ kingdom
• Anticipate the consummation of Jesus’ kingdom
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Takeaways:

• Let’s “abide” with the King!
• Let’s enjoy His Kingdom!
• Let’s live to help others enjoy His kingdom!


