


Build Well or Else… 



Paul is encouraging us to be appraising our 
efforts to help others grow in Jesus.  He 
wants us to understand how important our 
efforts to encourage others spiritual growth 
is to God.  And therefore, ought to be to us. 



1 Corinthians 3:9-17 
9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field,  
God's building. 10 According to the grace of God given to 
me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and  
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care 
how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation 
other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now 
if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw—13 each one's work 
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it,  



1 Corinthians 3:9-17 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test 
what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that 
anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will 
suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire. 16 Do you not know that you are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's 
temple is holy, and you are that temple. 



• The foundation is rock solid. Jesus. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a 
skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and  
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take 
care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a  
foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.  



• The foundation is rock solid.  Jesus. 
• What we build upon the foundation of 

Jesus is critical.  



• What we build upon the foundation of 
Jesus is critical. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-12 
 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a 

skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and  
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take 
care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a  
foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw— 



• What we build upon the foundation of 
Jesus is critical. 

o Head (Theology) 
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• What we build upon the foundation of 
Jesus is critical. 

o Head (Theology) 
o Heart (Motives) 
o Hands (Behaviors) 
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• At Jesus’ 2nd Coming our work will be 
revealed for what it is. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-13 
 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled 

master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is 
building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon 
it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw—13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day 
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  



• At Jesus’ 2nd Coming our work will be 
revealed for what it is. 

o Those whose work is Christ exalting will  
be rewarded. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-14 
 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a  skilled master 

builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let 
each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a  
foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now 
if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw—13 each one's work will become manifest, for 
the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and  
the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the 
work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he 
will receive a reward.  



• At Jesus’ 2nd Coming our work will be 
revealed for what it is. 

o Those whose work is Christ exalting will  
be rewarded. 

o Those whose work is shoddy will have their  
work destroyed. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
 10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a  skilled master builder I 

laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take 
care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—13 each 
one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has 

done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation 
survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be 
saved, but only as through fire. 
 



• At Jesus’ 2nd Coming our work will be 
revealed for what it is. 

o Those whose work is Christ exalting will  
be rewarded. 

o Those whose work is shoddy will have their  
work destroyed. 

o Those whose work is destructive will  
be destroyed. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-17 
 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a  skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—13 each one's 
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, 
and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has 

built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be 
saved, but only as through fire. 16 Do you not know that 
you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?  
17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. 
For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 



Matthew 18:5-6 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these  
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have a great millstone fastened 
around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of 
the sea. 



Some may say, “I’ll play it safe, I won’t do 
anything. Then there will be nothing to be 
evaluated.”  
 
Not being interested in making any effort to 
help others grow in Jesus is not a good sign. 



• The foundation is rock solid.  Jesus. 
• What we build upon the foundation of 

Jesus is critical.  
• At Jesus’ 2nd Coming our work will be 

revealed for what it is. 
• We are empowered by God’s Spirit. 



• We are empowered by God’s Spirit. 
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• The foundation is rock solid.  Jesus. 
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• We are empowered by God’s Spirit. 
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• We as the Church are to display  
God’s character. 
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10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a  skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone 
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in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy 
him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
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• We are God’s Church. 



1 Corinthians 3:10-17 
 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a  skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—13 each one's 
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, 
and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has 
built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he 

will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 16 Do you 
not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit 
dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 
destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that 
temple. 
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Takeaways: 

• What picture are folks getting of God from us?   
Work associates?  Neighbors?  Friends?  Church family?    
Family members? 

• What picture are people getting of God from RCC? 
• Every morning think about this:  

o I/We am/are God’s child/children. 
o I/We have God’s Spirit in me/us. 
o I/We display God’s character and love to others. 


