
What We Learn About Faith by  
Talking About Divorce 



Those who follow Jesus happily embrace God’s 
design for life 



Those who follow Jesus happily embrace God’s 
design for life – including marriage. 



Jesus has made clear what it looks like to follow 
him… 
 

Mark 8:34-35 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, 
he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.35 For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and 
the gospel's will save it. 



Mark 10:1-12 
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea 
and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to 
him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught 
them. 2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test 
him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses 
command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of 
your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 6 But from the beginning of 



Mark 10:1-12 

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’  
7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall 
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 10 And in the house 
the disciples asked him again about this matter.  
11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery against her, 
12 and if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery.”  



What happened… 
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asking about divorce. 
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- Jesus responds… 

 



Mark 10:1-4 

1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea 
and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to 
him again. And again, as was his custom, he 
taught them. 2 And Pharisees came up and in 
order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did 
Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce 
and to send her away.”  
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Jesus responds… 

  1) God did make a concession on His    
      original design for marriage. 



Mark 10:1-5 
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea 
and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to 
him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught 
them. 2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test 
him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses 
command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of 
your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 
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Mark 10:1-9 
1And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds 
gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 2 And Pharisees came 
up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your  

hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 
6 But from the 

beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the 
two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has 
joined together, let not man separate.” 
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Ephesians 5:31-32 

31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, 
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church. 
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Mark 10:1-12 
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And 
again, as was his custom, he taught them. 2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man 
to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’  
7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

10 And in the house the disciples asked him again 
about this matter. 11 And he said to them,  
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces 
her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.”  
 



Jesus responds… 

  3) Pursue God’s design in marriage,  
      it’s really special, not to be taken  
      lightly. 
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  3) Pursue God’s design in marriage, it’s really  
      special, not to be taken lightly. 
  

  Ways I think this text has been misunderstood    
  and misused: 
 

 -We make rules. 
 -We look for “exceptions”. 
 -We try to follow the rules. 

 
  NOT JESUS’ INTENT 
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A Healthy view of this text… 

• Not trusting God’s plan is a big deal (in any 
area of life) 

• It’s about the heart 
• It’s about wholeheartedly following Jesus 
• It’s about trusting God 
• It’s about enthusiastically pursuing God’s 

design (“Deny Self”) 
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A General Concern 

• Divorce used to be unpardonable sin. 
• Divorce now not a big deal. 
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o Re-examine God’s intent for marriage 
o Devote yourselves to pursuing God’s intent 

• If married and stalled 
o Ask God to increase your conviction about His intent for marriage 
o Ask God to increase your love for your spouse 

• If married and thriving  
o Keep pursuing Jesus 
o Keep loving your spouse 


