


Become More of Who We Already Are 



The Big Idea 
 
Paul calls Christ-treasurers to live like they have 
been changed, which includes confronting illicit 
sexual behavior and arrogant attitudes that 
compromise the integrity of who we are.  



1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And 
you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let 
him who has done this be removed from among you. 
3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and 
as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on 
the one who did such a thing.  



1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our 
Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not 
good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump? 



1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore 
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the 
leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.  



What’s Going Wrong 



1 Corinthians 5:1-2a 
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And 
you are arrogant!  
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What’s Going Wrong 

• Outrageous but true rumors are spreading about 
lewd behavior in the church 
o Porneia (sexual immorality) is where we get our 

word “porn” from 
o Indulging in anything “pornographic” degrades 

human dignity, ruptures relationships, steals joy 
o We are all tempted in a variety of ways   
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Porn Is Pervasive 

• A Recent Barna Survey Revealed:   
o 62% of teenagers have received a sexual image 

via their cell phones 
o 3 out of 4 Christian young adults (ages 18-24) are 

actively looking at pornography on the internet 
o 3 out of 5 divorces cite the use of porn as a major 

factor which disrupted the relationship  
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What’s Going Wrong 

• Outrageous but true rumors are being spread of 
lewd behavior in the church 

• Unbelievers even think this type of conduct is 
unconscionable 

• A believer is sleeping with his mother-in-law 
• These Christians are condoning the behavior with an 

arrogant attitude and hands-off approach 
o Appear to be mistaken with ‘antinomian’ beliefs 
o Flaunting their new-found freedom in Christ 

  



What’s the Right Response 



1 Corinthians 5:2 
2 …Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has 
done this be removed from among you.  
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What’s the Right Response 

• A loving response to serious sin includes: 
o Grieving its consequences  
o Acting to promote the best interest of everyone 

involved or impacted  
• Condemning unmistakably inappropriate behavior in 

the family of faith is necessary to promote the unity, 
integrity, and growth of the whole church 

• Removing those who are recklessly pursuing an 
immoral lifestyle is aimed at helping, not harming, 
them 
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Important Implications 

• We need godly men and women who are 
courageous to call out sin and love others enough to 
hold them accountable for the benefit of all  

• We must take the log out of our own eye so we can 
see clearly to take the speck out of our brother’s 
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Why Does Right Living Really Matter  

• Sin is cancerous and spreads widely 
• Get rid of it! 
• Right living reveals who we really are, forgiven and 

free because of Jesus 
• Living with integrity encourages others to taste and 

see how good God is 
 
 
 



The Big Idea 
 
Paul calls Christ-treasurers to live like they have 
been changed, which includes confronting illicit 
sexual behavior and arrogant attitudes that 
compromise the integrity of who we are.  
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Takeaways 

• Assess your current attitude toward sin in your life 
• Pray that God would help you get rid of any unholy 

complacency toward it  
• Seek guidance about how best to confront it 
• Live in more freedom and joy by treasuring Jesus 

more than anything else 
 
 


