
Giving Water Away 



Jesus continues to give us a description of how 
those who follow Him live. 



Mark 9:38-50 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone  
casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But 
Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does 
a mighty work in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is 
not against us is for us.41 For truly, I say to you,  
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 
you belong to Christ will by no means lose his 
reward. 42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him 



Mark 9:38-50 

if a great millstone were hung around his neck and 
he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than with two hands to go 
to hell, to the unquenchable fire.  45 And if your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 
into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the 



Mark 9:38-50 

fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted 
with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its 
saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have 
salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.” 
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Motive of the disciples? 
 

• Insecurity 
• Envy 
• Responsibility 
• Not appropriate credentials, authority, 

qualifications 
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38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone  
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• Stop stopping people who are working for 
Jesus 

• Those working for me are not against me, 
but with me and us 

• Anything done for Jesus, big or little, 
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“In essentials, unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all 
things, charity.” 
 
    Rupertus Meldenius 
 
    1627 
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Mark 9:38-42 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons 
in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 
following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For 
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.  
42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a 
great millstone were hung around his neck and he 
were thrown into the sea.  



Better to be drowned with a millstone than to 
lead people away from Jesus. 
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Be on guard for those who could be leading the 
spiritually immature away from Jesus.  
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Mark 9:38-48 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for 
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38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried 
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it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire.  45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It 
is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  

49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is 
good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will 
you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, 
and be at peace with one another.” 
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Jesus calls us to follow Him: 
 

• Deny ourselves 
• Take up our cross 
• Follow Jesus 
• Ask Jesus to help us believe more 
• Humbly see value of others 
• Serve the least  
• Welcome and receive all who promote Jesus 
• Don’t welcome and encourage everyone 
• We take our sin most seriously 
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Takeaways: 
 

• Celebrate the gospel wherever and however 
it is promoted. 

• Be devoted to knowing the essentials. 
• Lovingly stand for the essentials. 
• Identify, confess, and repent from sin. 
• Pursue and promote Jesus, with all our 

heart, soul and mind. 


