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Sex, Singleness and Marriage:

What is God Doing?
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Why does Paul spend so much time talking about
physical intimacy (sex)?

e Strongest of natural drives for many (most).
e Corinthians have significant misconceptions about sex:

o No limits on sex
o There should be no sex




1 Corinthians 7:1-9
1 Now concerning the matters about which you
wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual

relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the
temptation to sexual immorality, each man should

have his own wife and each woman her own
husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her

hus




1 Corinthians 7:1-9
over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise
the husband does not have authority over his own

body, but the wife does. > Do not deprive one
another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited

time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer;
but then come together again, so that Satan may
not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

® Now as a concession, not a command, | say this.
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1 Corinthians 7:1-9
7] wish that all were as | myself am. But each has
his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of

another. 8 To the unmarried and the widows | say
that it is good for them to remain single, as | am.

IBut if they cannot exercise self-control, they
should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn
with passion.
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Genesis 2:24
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his

mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh.
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1 Corinthians 7:1-5
1 Now concerning the matters about which you
wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual
relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the
temptation to sexual immorality, each man should

have his own wife and each woman her own
husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife
her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her

husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority
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1 Corinthians 7:1-5

over her own body, but the husband does.
Likewise the husband does not have authority
over his own body, but the wife does. > Do not
deprive one another, except perhaps by

agreement for a limited time, that you may devote
vourselves to prayer; but then come together
again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of
your lack of self-control.
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Marriage is good.

® Our desire for relationship (intimacy) is from God.
® Marriage was designed by God and is a uniquely
intimate relationship.

O Emotionally

O Spiritually

O Physically

®" Husbands and wives should be attentive to
one another’s needs.




Marriage is good.

® Our desire for relationship (intimacy) is from God.
® Marriage was designed by God and is a uniquely
intimate relationship.
O Emotionally
O Spiritually
O Physically
® Husbands and wives should be attentive to
one another’s needs.
®" Husbands and wives loving one another
helps them each fight temptation.
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Christ’s love.
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Ephesians 5:31-32

31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound,

and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the
church.
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Marriage is good.

Our desire for relationship (intimacy) is from God.
Marriage was designed by God and is a uniquely
intimate relationship.

Marriage is designed to help us experience and express

Christ’s love.
O Complimentary relationship
" “profound mystery”

® Marriage is to be a life-time adventure with
one another and God
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Marriage is good.

Our desire for relationship (intimacy) is from God.
Marriage was designed by God and is a uniquely
intimate relationship.

Marriage is desighed to help us experience and express

Christ’s love.
Marriage doesn’t always feel like a gift.
O Not easy
O Keep focused on Jesus
O Keep growing
CORNTHANS




Marriage is good.

Singleness is good.
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Singleness is good.

* God’s gift for some.
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[ ] [ ]
1 Corinthians 7:1-9
°
1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.” 2But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each
man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. # For the wife

does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 3> Do not deprive one
another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of

wrareons® NOW @S @ cONcCession, not a command, | say
this. 71 wish that all were as | myself am. But each has

his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of
another. 8 To the unmarried and the widows | say that
it is good for them to remain single, as | am. 2 But if
they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry.
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" Couples’ culture
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Takeaways:

® OQur identify should be found in Christ, not in our
marital status.
Single or married brings challenges the other does
not have.

Single or married brings opportunities the other does
not have.

Single or married, our greatest devotion is to growing in
Jesus and sharing His love.




