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• You’ve had a great start. Keep going. 
• Never be ashamed of the good news of Jesus 
• Get the content right about Jesus 
• Promote Jesus by imitating his character 
• Help people help people love God 

• No matter the circumstances, keep 
promoting Jesus. 
 



A Confusing  
Celebration 
Setting Captives Free 

(2 Timothy 2:20-26) 



Introduction:   
God has chosen to use us to help others 
experience the life transforming beauty of 
the gospel, to help them be freed from 
Satan’s bonds.  In order to most 
productively help them escape, we are to 
get rid of those qualities that would 
diminish our effectiveness.  



20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses 
himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the 
house, ready for every good work. 22 So flee youthful 
passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 
along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.    
23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; 
you know that they breed quarrels.  

2 Timothy 2:20-26 



24 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind 
to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,               
25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 
the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to 
do his will. 

2 Timothy 2:20-26 
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Paul’s point:   
For God to use us most productively 
(honorable) we need to be getting rid of 
that which would diminish our ability to 
most productively promote Jesus’ love. 



20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone 
cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a 
vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the 
master of the house, ready for every good work.  

2 Timothy 2:20-21 



Paul gets fairly specific about what we are 
to get rid of and what we are to pursue to 
be most productive. 



20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses 
himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the 
house, ready for every good work. 22 So flee youthful 
passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 
along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.    
23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; 
you know that they breed quarrels.  

2 Timothy 2:20-23 



We are to get rid of our immature tendencies. 
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• Youthful Passions 
• Immediate Pleasure 
• Self-Focus 
• Arrogance 
• Less discerning (debate inconsequential, be 

argumentative) 



22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, 
ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 
24 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but 
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We are to get rid of youthful passions that lead to: 
• Foolish, ignorant controversies 
• Quarrels 



Don’t focus on or fight about stuff that 
doesn’t have real significance. Don’t 
quarrel about things that don’t have 
eternal consequence. 
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This isn’t easy. 
 



Paul not only tells us what to flee, but also 
what to pursue. 

We are to get rid of our immature tendencies. 



22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from 
a pure heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant 
controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 24 And 
the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,                    
25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 
the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to 
do his will.   

2 Timothy 2:22-26 



We pursue the Ongoing Spiritual Transformation 
that flows from pursuing Jesus. 
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22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on 
the Lord from a pure heart.  

 



“INSIDE OUT” 

We pursue the Ongoing Spiritual Transformation 
that flows from pursuing Jesus. 



“The Expulsive Power of a New Affection” 
     - Thomas Chalmers 

We pursue the Ongoing Spiritual Transformation 
that flows from pursuing Jesus. 



Our Ongoing Spiritual Transformation will be 
expressed in how we relate to others… 
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Our Ongoing Spiritual Transformation will be 
expressed in how we relate to others… 
 • Kind 

• Able to teach 
• Patiently enduring evil 
• Gently correcting opponent 

 
 



“Stand but don’t push” 

Our Ongoing Spiritual Transformation will be 
expressed in how we relate to others… 
 



God will use us to help others be freed from 
Satan’s grasp to become His children. 
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God will use us to help others be freed from 
Satan’s grasp to become His children. 

• It’s God who changes hearts 
• We have a critical role 
• Don’t take more responsibility than is ours 
• Don’t take less responsibility than is ours 
• Relax, have fun, be bold, be kind, be gentle 

 
 
 


