


The Tragedy of Being Deceived 



Paul is continuing to help us understand that 
genuine faith always produces changes in our 
values, attitudes and behaviors.  Those who 
believe they have genuine faith in Christ and yet 
are not being spiritually transformed are 
deceived and in danger of not spending eternity 
with God.  There is nothing more tragic. 



Ways Corinthians are demonstrating they are deceived: 



Ways Corinthians are demonstrating they are deceived: 

• Living by world’s values: 

o Disunity 
o Arrogance 
o Elevating messengers 
o Sexual immorality 
o Greedy 

o Idolatry 
o Reviling 
o Drunkenness 
o Swindling 

 

• Not troubled by these inconsistencies  
o Not able to resolve disputes 



1 Corinthians 6:1-8 
1 When one of you has a grievance against another, 
does he dare go to law before the unrighteous  
instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be 
judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial 
cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? 
How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 
4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them 



1 Corinthians 6:1-8 
before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I 
say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one 
among you wise enough to settle a dispute between 
the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have 
lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for 
you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be 
defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong and defraud—
even your own brothers!  
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o God trusts us to help Jesus judge the world. 
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1 When one of you has a grievance against another, 
does he dare go to law before the unrighteous  
instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that  
the saints will judge the world? And if the world is  
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try  
trivial cases?  
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o God trusts us to help Jesus judge the world. 
o If God trusts us with such a significant task, we must 

be capable of handling less significant issues. 
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1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare 
go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?  
2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are 
you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not 
know that we are to judge angels? How much more, 
then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have 
such cases, why do you lay them before those who 
have no standing in the church? 



We are to resolve our disputes among ourselves. 

Why shouldn’t we go outside the church family? 
 

o God trusts us to help Jesus judge the world. 
o If God trusts us with such a significant task, we must 

be capable of handling less significant issues. 
o Using secular folks to settle our disputes is a sign we 

are not very mature. 



1 Corinthians 6:1-7 
1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?  

2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are 
you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not 
know that we are to judge angels? How much more, 
then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have 
such cases, why do you lay them before those who 
have no standing in the church? 5 I say this to your 
shame. Can it be that there is no one among you 



1 Corinthians 6:1-7 
wise enough to settle a dispute between the 
brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, 
and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at 
all with one another is already a defeat for you.  
Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be 
defrauded? 



We are to resolve our disputes among ourselves. 

Why shouldn’t we go outside the church family? 
 

o God trusts us to help Jesus judge the world. 
o If God trusts us with such a significant task, we must 

be capable of handling less significant issues. 
o Using secular folks to settle our disputes is a sign we 

are not very mature. 
o We ought to care more about God’s glory and our 

loving one another than always being treated fairly. 
 



1 Corinthians 6:1-8 
1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you 
incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?  

5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no 
one among you wise enough to settle a dispute 
between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law 
against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To 
have lawsuits at all with one another is already a 
defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why 
not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong 
and defraud—even your own brothers!  
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Present day implications: 
• Our legal system is far more developed than  

the Corinthians 
• Not saying those in our legal system are unjust  

or unbelievers 
• Not about our interactions with unbelievers 
• Sometimes the legal system is helpful 

• Is saying as Christ-treasurers we should be able to 
resolve relational disputes among ourselves 

o Sanctified in Christ Jesus 
o Recipients of God’s grace 
o Not lacking any spiritual gift 
o Possessing Holy Spirit 

o Having the mind of Christ 
 



We are to resolve our disputes among ourselves. 
 
 
We don’t genuinely love Jesus if we are  
endorsing sin. 



1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality,  
10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  
11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,  
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 



We don’t genuinely love Jesus if we are  
endorsing sin. 

• We are deceived if we think we can embrace sin 
and be a genuine follower of Jesus. 



1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality,  
10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  
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We don’t genuinely love Jesus if we are  
endorsing sin. 

Unrighteous = Those claiming they love Jesus who are not 
convicted and fighting the temptation to sin for the greater 
joy in Jesus. 
 

o Always be tempted by sin 
o Sometimes will give in 
o Always fighting and growing 
o Never endorsing sin as acceptable to God or us 



We don’t genuinely love Jesus if we are  
endorsing sin. 

Unrighteous = Those claiming they love Jesus who are not 
convicted and fighting the temptation to sin for the greater 
joy in Jesus. 
 
 

Righteous = Those loving Jesus as evidenced by their 
fighting the temptation to sin for the greater joy in Jesus. 
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We don’t genuinely love Jesus if we are  
endorsing sin. 

• We are deceived if we think we can embrace sin and 
be a genuine follower of Jesus. 

• The way Sin manifests is varied. 
• We used to be controlled by Sin. 
• Jesus “washed” away our Sin. 

o We have been justified. 
o We have been sanctified. 
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Present day implications: 

• God has done a radical work in our lives. 
• We are in a fight. 
• We fight. 

o Personal communion with God 
o Relational communion with others 


