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In Genesis 6-9, God judged humanity for its 
wickedness, but spared Noah and his family. 
Now, in Chapter 12, God chooses one man – 
Abraham – through whom to build a nation, a 
chosen people. He is an example of how God uses 
unlikely, imperfectly faithful people to bring about 
His promised restoration.        

  

 



Genesis 12:1-20 

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram 
went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran.  



5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their possessions that they 
had gathered, and the people that they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 
land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the 
place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an 
altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.  

  

 



8 From there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an 
altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the 
Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward 
the Negeb. 10 Now there was a famine in the land. 
So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for 
the famine was severe in the land. 11 When he was 
about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I 
know that you are a woman beautiful in 
appearance,  

 



12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, 
‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will 
let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go 
well with me because of you, and that my life may 
be spared for your sake.” 14 When Abram entered 
Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very 
beautiful. 15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw 
her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman 
was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16 And for her 
sake he dealt well with Abram; and  



he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, 
female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 17 
But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with 
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 So 
Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you 
have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she 
was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my 
sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, 
here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And 
Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they 
sent him away with his wife and all that he had. 
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An Unlikely Father of a Nation 

• No kids – up to this point, Sarai was not able to 
have kids (11:30) 

• God called them away from all their extended 
family, neighbors, friends, connections 

• He owns no land 

• He served other gods 

• Even after hearing from God directly - his faith in 
the true God was tentative and imperfect 

 

 



 

A Pattern Begins with Abram –  

 that carries through the rest  

     of the Bible 
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Unlikely Heroes 

Old Testament 

• Abram 

• Moses 

• Rahab/Jericho 

• Gideon 

• The People of Israel 

• David 
 

New Testament 

• Shepherds 

• Mary 

• Jesus 

• The Disciples 

• Saul/Paul 

• The Church (us) 
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• Aware they are unworthy – God gets the glory! 

• When they act in faith – God gets the glory! 

• When God is faithful – God gets the glory! 

• When lives are changed – God gets the glory! 

• Encouraged to trust again – God gets the glory! 

 

And no one can rob Him of the glory He deserves 
for the things He has done 

 



 

It’s not our job to make ourselves 
‘unlikely’ – It’s our job to trust that 

He has our best in mind, and go 
where He calls us 
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Genesis 12:1-20 

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram 
went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran.  



5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their possessions that they 
had gathered, and the people that they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 
land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the 
place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an 
altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.  

  

 



8 From there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an 
altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the 
Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward 
the Negeb.  
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A Faithful Response 

 

• Abram hears from God 

• Abram believes God has his best in mind 

• Abram goes 



 

This is what God has wanted from 
us since the garden – trust that He 
has our best in mind, and live and 
follow out of that trust 



Genesis 15:5-6 

 

And God brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” 6 And he (Abram) 
believed the LORD, and he (God) counted it to 
him as righteousness. 



Imagine… 

 

…if Thomas Edison had not invented the light 
bulb. 





Imagine… 

 

…if Henry Ford had found a way to efficiently 
mass produce automobiles. 





Imagine… 

 

…if Abram had not left Ur of the Chaldees. 

 

 -no father of a nation 

 -no hero of the Torah 

 -no father of faith 

 -he does not believe the Almighty God has 
 his best in mind 

 

 

  



Imagine… 

 

…if we do not go/do/be what God is calling us to 
do 

 

 -His witnesses (Acts 1:8) 

 -His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20) 

 -His unlikely showcase of wisdom  
      (Eph.3:10)  
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Genesis 12:1-20 

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So 
Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran.  
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Unbelievable Blessings 

 

• I will make you a great nation 

• I will make your name great  

• I will go with you 

• I will bless all people through you  (the one 
who is coming who will crush the head of the 
serpent will come through you) 



 

Abram’s faithfulness  

did not lead  

to a comfortable life 



8 From there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an 
altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the 
Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward 
the Negeb. 10 Now there was a famine in the 
(promised) land. So Abram went down to Egypt to 
sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the 
land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he 
said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a 
woman beautiful in appearance,  
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• (God never says it’s going to be easy) 

• I will be faithful even when you fail  

   



11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to 
Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman 
beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ 
Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 
Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me 
because of you, and that my life may be spared for 
your sake.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the 
Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 
15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they 
praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken 
into Pharaoh's house. 16 And for her sake he dealt 
well with Abram;  



And he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male 
servants, female servants, female donkeys, and 
camels. 17 But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his 
house with great plagues because of Sarai, 
Abram's wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and 
said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did 
you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did 
you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my 
wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and 
go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning 
him, and they sent him away with his wife and all 
that he had. 

 



Unbelievable Blessings 

 

• I will make you a great nation 

• I will make your name great  

• I will go with you 

• I will bless all people through you 

• (God never says it’s going to be easy) 

• I will be faithful even when you fail  

   



 

 

If the thought of failure paralyzes you,  

you’re probably doing it wrong. 
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We Have Been Blessed 

 

If we, like Abram trust that God has our best in 
mind… 

• A land He has been prepared for us  

• The victory of God’s Messiah is ours 

• He has given His Spirit – He will be with us 

• He is faithful to fulfill all His promises despite 
our failures 

 

 

 

 

 



What Do We See? 

 

• God uses unlikely people for His glory 

• Faith is what He wants from us 

• He is faithful to the unlikely, imperfect people 
who trust that He has their best in mind 
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We are all unlikely ambassadors for Christ 
– we don’t need to be more unlikely,     

we need to be faithful 

 

Where has God placed you/calling you   
to be His ambassador? 


