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Exodus 20:1-21 

1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no 
other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.5 You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I 
the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me,  
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 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 7 “You 
shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, 
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his 
name in vain. 8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, 
or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates.  
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 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh 
day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy. 12 “Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 13 “You shall not 
murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall 
not steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife,  



Exodus 20:1-21 

or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or 
his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 18 Now 
when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes 
of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking, the people were afraid and 
trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not 
let God speak to us, lest we die.”20 Moses said to the 
people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, 
that the fear of him may be before you, that you may 
not sin.”  



Exodus 20:1-21 

 21 The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to 
the thick darkness where God was. 

  

  

 



 

 

The understanding that Old Testament folks 
were saved by keeping the Law and New 

Testament folks are saved by grace is a flawed, 
unbiblical understanding that is detrimental to 
our faith journey.  God has always saved by His 

grace through faith. 
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The Law 

How it has been misunderstood: Old Testament 
followers of God were saved by keeping the Law.   
• Distorted view of the Law. Legalism.  

o So much of Pentateuch contains the Law. (Most of 
Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy) 

o Proposes we can do it. (Makes keeping the Law the 
means of righteousness.) 

o Misrepresents God.  
o God accepts our earning our righteousness. 
o God changes His standard for righteousness.  

o Removes the need of Jesus.  



Galatians 2:21 

 

 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ 
died for no purpose. 
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Genesis 15:5-6 

 

5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.”6 And he believed 
the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 
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Romans 4:13-15 

 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
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Deuteronomy 31:24-27 

24 When Moses had finished writing the words of this 
law in a book to the very end, 25 Moses 
commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, 26 “Take this Book of the 
Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against you. 27 For I know how rebellious 
and stubborn you are. Behold, even today while I am 
yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against 
the LORD. How much more after my death! 



Galatians 3:10-12 

 

10 For all who rely on works of the law are under 
a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone 
who does not abide by all things written in the 
Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is 
evident that no one is justified before God by 
the law, for “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The 
one who does them shall live by them.” 
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Galatians 3:1-10 

1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It 
was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was 
publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you 
only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of 
the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so 
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now 
being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so 
many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?  
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 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works 
miracles among you do so by works of the law, or 
by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”? 
7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the 
sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”  



Galatians 3:1-10 

  
9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith.10 For all who rely 
on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide 
by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 
them.” 
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o Escalates appropriately our need of, and 
affection for Jesus.   



Galatians 2:15-16 

 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and 
not Gentile sinners;16 yet we know that a person 
is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by 
works of the law no one will be justified. 
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• “He/She is a good person.” 



 

“A world of nice people content in their 
niceness, looking no further, turned away from 
God, would be just as desperately in need of 
salvation as a miserable world and might be 
even more difficult to save.” 

 

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 



Legalism Today:  

 

• “He/She is a good person.” 



Legalism Today:  

 

• “He/She is a good person.” 

• Compromise on the purity of the gospel.  



Legalism Today:  

 

• “He/She is a good person.” 

• Compromise on the purity of the gospel.  

• Beating ourselves up when we sin.  



Legalism Today:  

 

• “He/She is a good person.” 

• Compromise on the purity of the gospel.  

• Beating ourselves up when we sin. 

• “I should be a better Christian.”  



Legalism Today:  

 

• “He/She is a good person.” 

• Compromise on the purity of the gospel.  

• Beating ourselves up when we sin. 

• “I should be a better Christian.”  

• Works will produce blessing. 
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Takeaways:  

 

• Celebrate God’s united, unchanging plan of 
salvation.  

• Thank God we didn’t live during bondage in 
Egypt or in 1300 years of Levitical priesthood.  

• Be careful about adding anything to God’s 
redemptive plan.   

• Treasure Jesus above all else.  


