IS IT TIME FOR THE
CHURCH TO CHANGE?

SUMMER SERIES WITH RCC = 4

m




Colossians 4:4-5

> Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best
use of the time. ¢ Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person.
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THE WEALTH GAP:
IS OUR STUFF A BLESSING OR CURSE?
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The Wealth Gap

 Everyone doesn’t see eye-to-eye on all the issues
surrounding the inequality of the distribution of
wealth in America
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The Wealth Gap
 Everyone doesn’t see eye-to-eye on all the issues
surrounding the inequality of the distribution of
wealth in America
How much is the individual/government

responsible for?
Who should help the poor and when does helping

actually hurt?
Is equality even the best goal?
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The Wealth Gap

* Most agree greed/generosity are part of the
problem/solution
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problem/solution
The present reality in America is that:
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The Wealth Gap

 Most agree greed/generosity are part of the
problem/solution
The present reality in America is that:
o Top 10% wealthiest people own 70% of all wealth

o There is widening gap between richer and poorer
o Middle class may be shrinking
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The Wealth Gap

 Most agree greed/generosity are part of the
problem/solution
The present reality in America is that:
o Top 10% wealthiest people own 70% of all wealth

o There is widening gap between richer and poorer

o Middle class may be shrinking
And yet most Americans are extremely “rich”
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are
* 41% of the world’s millionaires are American (next
closest is China with 8%)
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are

e 41% of the world’s millionaires are American (next
closest is China with 8%)
With only 4% of the world’s population, Americans
own 30% of global net worth
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are

41% of the world’s millionaires are American (next
closest is China with 8%)

With only 4% of the world’s population, Americans own
30% of global net worth

Median annual household income of $63,500 places
an average American family into the top 1% richest

people in the world!
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are

e 41% of the world’s millionaires are American (next
closest is China with 8%)
With only 4% of the world’s population, Americans own
30% of global net worth

Median annual household income of $63,500 places an
average American family into the top 1% richest people
in the world!

OC residents, on average, make about $30,000 more
annually than other American households 1\
i
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are
e Median worldwide annual household income is less
than $2,000
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Staggering Stats About How Wealthy We Are
Median worldwide annual household income is less

than $2,000
2 billion people worldwide risk drinking contaminated

water each day

Most of us will never know the worry of not having
enough clothes to wear or food to eat
And yet 13% of OC residents live at a poverty level

IS IT TIME FOR THE .
CHURCH TO CHANGE?




Does Having More Stuff Make Us Happier?
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Does Having More Stuff Make Us Happier?

* Recent studies at Princeton and Purdue Universities
show that life-satisfaction and emotional well-being
peak when your income is around the median level
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show that life-satisfaction and emotional well-being
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Does Having More Stuff Make Us Happier?

 Recent studies at Princeton and Purdue Universities
show that life-satisfaction and emotional well-being
peak when your income is around the median level
Having more doesn’t necessarily make us happier

Relational connectedness, engaging in worthwhile
church/charity work, and health are more important
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The Big Idea:

Our material possessions can be a blessing or curse
depending on how we view and use them.
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An Ancient Prayer with Timely Truth
Proverbs 30:7-9
"Two things | ask of you; deny them not to me
before | die: 8 Remove far from me falsehood and

lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me

with the food that is needful for me, °lest | be full
and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest |
be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.

IS IT TIME FOR THE .
CHURCH TO CHANGE?




The Blessing of Having Stuff
* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
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The Blessing of Having Stuff
* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
o Our Heavenly Father is a Giver
o He delights in providing and for us in trusting Him
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Proverbs 30:8
8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food
that is needful for me,
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The Blessing of Having Stuff

* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
o Our Heavenly Father is a Giver
o He delights in providing and for us in trusting Him
o Our needs and greeds are different
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The Blessing of Having Stuff

* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
o Our Heavenly Father is a Giver
o He delights in providing and for us in trusting Him
o Our needs and greeds are different

o We are intended to enjoy our stuff—not trust in it
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1 Timothy 6:17-19
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them
not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy. 3 They are to do good, to

be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, 1° thus storing up treasure for themselves as a

good foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of that which is truly life. 1;
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The Blessing of Having Stuff
* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness

o Our Heavenly Father is a Giver
He delights in providing and for us in trusting Him
Our needs and greeds are different

We are intended to enjoy our stuff—not trust in it
We enjoy it most by partaking a portion and giving

a bunch away
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1 Timothy 6:17-19
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them
not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy. 13 They are to do good, to

be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, 1° thus storing up treasure for themselves as a

good foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of that which is truly life. ﬁ
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John Piper in Desiring God:

“There are three levels of how to live with things:

1) you can steal to get;

2) you can work to get; or

3) you can work to get in order to give.

Too may professing Christians live on level two...But the
Bible pushes us relentlessly to level three...Enough for us;
abundance for others to use on good works that alleviate

spiritual and physical misery.” /‘\
e || |




The Blessing of Having Stuff
* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
o Our Heavenly Father is a Giver
He delights in providing and for us in trusting Him
Our needs and greeds are different

We are intended to enjoy our stuff—not trust in it
We enjoy it most by partaking a portion and giving a
bunch away

There are future rewards for how we presently live
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1 Timothy 6:17-19
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them
not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy. 13 They are to do good, to

be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, ¥ thus storing up treasure for themselves as a

good foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of that which is truly life. ﬁ
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The Blessing of Having Stuff

 Helps us see and experience God’s goodness

* Helps us help others see and experience God’s
goodness

IS IT TIME FOR THE
CHURCH TO CHANGE?




The Blessing of Having Stuff

 Helps us see and experience God’s goodness

* Helps us help others see and experience God’s
goodness
o With more is potential for more impact for Christ
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The Blessing of Having Stuff
* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
* Helps us help others see and experience God’s
goodness
o With more is potential for more impact for Christ
o More is given to increase our standard of giving
(not our standard of living)
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2 Corinthians 9:10-11
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.
11You will be enriched in every way to be generous

in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God.
%1?




The Blessing of Having Stuff

 Helps us see and experience God’s goodness

* Helps us help others see and experience God’s
goodness

O
O

With more is potential for more impact for Christ
More is given to increase our standard of giving (not
our standard of living)

Being generous is doubly blessed
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The Blessing of Having Stuff

* Helps us see and experience God’s goodness
* Helps us help others see and experience God’s
goodness
With more is potential for more impact for Christ

More is given to increase our standard of giving (not
our standard of living)
Being generous is doubly blessed

Being generous flows from and models what Jesus
did for us on the cross /‘\
I
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2 Corinthians 8:9
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he

became poor, so that you by his poverty might
become rich.
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The Potential Curse of Having Stuff
 With more comes:
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The Potential Curse of Having Stuff
 With more comes:
o More temptation to think we’re self-sufficient and
don’t need God
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Proverbs 30:8-9
8... give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with
the food that is needful for me, ?lest | be full
and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest |
be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.

IS IT TIME FOR THE l
CHURCH TO CHANGE? |




The Potential Curse of Having Stuff
 With more comes:
o More temptation to think we’re self-sufficient and
don’t need God
o More responsibility and potential problems
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The Potential Curse of Having Stuff
 With more comes:
o More temptation to think we’re self-sufficient and
don’t need God
More responsibility and potential problems

More opportunity for excessive indulgences
Less feeling of freedom to live simply and radically
sacrificial (ex: The Rich Young Ruler)
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The Big Idea:

Our material possessions can be a blessing or curse
depending on how we view and use them.
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Takeaways
e Assess how we view and use our stuff
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Takeaways
Assess how we view and use our stuff
Ask God for help to treasure/trust Jesus more
than money
Consider ways to increase our joy by being more

grateful and generous with what we have
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Takeaways
Assess how we view and use our stuff
Ask God for help to treasure/trust Jesus more
than money
Consider ways to increase our joy by being more

grateful and generous with what we have
Take a step this week to help someone in need see
and experience God’s goodness
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