


 

Acts 9:1-9 

9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as 
he went on his way, he approached Damascus, 
and suddenly a light from heaven shone around 
him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, 
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Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting.6 But rise and enter the city, and 
you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men 
who were traveling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no 
one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although 
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they 
led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 





 

Acts 9:10-19 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus 
named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, 
Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go 
to the street called Straight, and at the house of 
Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for 
behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil 



 

Acts 9:10-19 
he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord 
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and 
entered the house. And laying his hands on him 
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who 
appeared to you on the road by which you came 



 

Acts 9:10-19 
has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 
immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose 
and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 



 

Steps of faith  
that are rooted and grounded in Scripture,  

can have surprising significance  
beyond what we could imagine. 



 

Ananias was faithful with what he knew 
about God. 



 

Ananias was faithful with what he knew 
about God. 
• Ananias knew God was at work and he 

was faithfully available in the moment. 
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Shawn Kemp Biography 

The All-Star added 34 pounds before 
the 1999 season — reporting to camp 
at 315 pounds even though the 
Cleveland Cavaliers officially listed him 
at 280. 

 

"He was really very honest about it," 
former Cavs coach Mike Fratello 
recalled. "I said, 'Shawn, how did this 
happen?' He said, 'Coach, I didn't 
think we were coming back.'" 

 



 

Ananias was faithful with what he knew 
about God. 
• Ananias knew God was at work and he 

was faithfully available in the moment. 



 

Ananias was faithful with what he knew 
about God. 
• Ananias knew God was at work and he was 

faithfully available in the moment. 
• Ananias knew the value of experiencing 

God through his word and faithfully 
expressed that passion in his everyday life. 



 

Acts 22:12-13 
12 “And one Ananias, a devout man according to 
the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who 
lived there, 13 came to me, and standing by me 
said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’  
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Ananias used what he knew about God 
to overcome uncertainty. 
• Ananias was open to God’s direction.  
• Ananias hesitates.  
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he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord 
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake 

of my name.”  17 So Ananias departed and 
entered the house. And laying his hands on him 

he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who 
appeared to you on the road by which you came 
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• Ananias hesitates.  
• Ananias overcomes his fear.  
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This is the promise that empowers us to take risks for 
the sake of Christ. It is not the impulse of heroism, or 
the lust for adventure, or the courage of self-reliance, 
or the need to earn God’s favor. It is simple trust in 
Christ—that in him God will do everything necessary 
so that we can enjoy making much of him forever. 
Every good poised to bless us, and every evil arrayed 
against us, will in the end help us boast only in the 
cross, magnify Christ, and glorify our Creator. Faith in 
these promises frees us to risk and to find in our own 
experience that it is better to lose our life than to 
waste it.  
                   - John Piper. Risk is Right, pg 50. 



 

Ananias used what he knew about God 
to overcome uncertainty. 
• Ananias was open to God’s direction.  
• Ananias hesitates.  
• Ananias overcomes his fear.  
• Ananias acts with love.  
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has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 
immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose 
and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 
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forward with confidence. 
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God gave Ananias more reason to step 
forward with confidence. 
• God responds with a tangible miracle. 
• God responds with a transformed life. 
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• There’s a lot you may not know (about the 

future, about God’s will in a given situation), 
be faithful to what you do know. 

• Look back on God’s faithfulness in your life 
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• Watch for God’s faithfulness this week. 
 
 
 
 




