
The Lost Sheep 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 



Matthew 18:1-4 

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put 
him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Not saying: 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Not saying: 
• Naive 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Not saying: 
• Naïve 
• Egocentric 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Not saying: 
• Naïve 
• Egocentric 
• Childish 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Is saying: 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Is saying: 
• Humble (Not concerned with social 

status) 



1. We all must become like children 
(Humble, not concerned with social 
status). (18:1-4) 

We all must become like children… 

Is saying: 
• Humble (Not concerned with social status) 

 

Kids don’t ask, “Who is the greatest?” 
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1. We all must become like children (Humble, 
not concerned with social status). (18:1-4) 

2. We children will welcome other 
children – not welcoming them would 
be disastrous for us. (18:5-9) 



Matthew 18:5-9 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to 
the world for temptations to sin! For it is 
necessary that temptations come, but woe to 
the one by whom the temptation comes! 
8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to 



Matthew 18:5-6 
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled or lame than with 
two hands or two feet to be thrown into the 
eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter life with one eye than with 
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
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of life, but we are still responsible. 



Matthew 18:5-7 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great 
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2. We children will welcome other 
children – not welcoming them would 
be disastrous for us. (18:5-9) 

• We welcome other believers, because they belong to Jesus (not 
social status). 

• If we reject and ignore believers (it’s rejecting Jesus) will have 
devastating consequences. 

• Temptations to sin are an inevitable part of life, but we are still 
responsible. 

• We desperately reject sin, because not 
rejecting it reveals an allegiance to the 
world and threatens eternal damnation. 



Matthew 18:5-9 
  5 “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the 
world for temptations to sin! For it is 
necessary that temptations come,  



Matthew 18:5-9 
 but woe to the one by whom the temptation 
comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled or lame 
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown 
into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes 
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of 
fire. 
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2. We children will welcome other children – 
not welcoming them would be disastrous 
for us. (18:5-9) 

3. As children of the Father who deeply 
cherishes each of His children, we will 
cherish every one of His children. 
(18:10-14) 



Matthew 18:10-14 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who is 
in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has 
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the mountains and go in search of the one 
that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I 
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say to you, he rejoices over it more than over 
the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it 
is not the will of my Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish. 
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Matthew 18:10 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who 
is in heaven. 



“There are no ordinary people. You have 
never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, 
and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. 
But it is immortals whom we joke with, work 
with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal 
horrors or everlasting splendors. This does not 
mean that we are to be perpetually solemn. 
We must play. But our merriment must be of 



that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) 
which exists between people who have, from 
the outset, taken each other seriously - no 
flippancy, no superiority, no presumption.” 
                         
 

-  C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
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the face of God.  

• God, the Father’s love is so great for each 
individual, that He would leave the 99 for 
the 1. 
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10 “See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who is 
in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has 
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the mountains and go in search of the one 
that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I 
say to you, he rejoices over it more than over 
the ninety-nine that never went astray. 



3. As children of the Father who deeply 
cherishes each of His children, we will 
cherish every one of His children. 
(18:10-14) 

• Every believer is special, their destiny is to see 
the face of God.  

• God, the Father’s love is so great for each 
individual, that He would leave the 99 for the 1. 

• God’s desire is that none should be lost. 



Matthew 18:13-14 

12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to 
you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is 
not the will of my Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish. 
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Takeaways: 

• If you are feeling superior to others, ask God to 
change your heart. 

• If you are feeling less than others, remember 
Jesus leaves the 99 to look for you. 

• Spend some time asking God to put on your heart 
someone who needs to be welcomed and loved. 

• Reach out to them. 
• If you are feeling lonely, let someone know. 


