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Matthew 27:32-54 

 

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, 
Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry 
his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they 
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when 
he tasted it, he would not drink it.35 And when they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments among 
them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept 
watch over him there.  



Matthew 27:32-54 

 37 And over his head they put the charge against 
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with 
him, one on the right and one on the left. 
39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging 
their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy 
the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the 
scribes and elders, mocked him, saying,  



Matthew 27:32-54 

 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is 
the King of Israel; let him come down now from the 
cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; 
let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he 
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who 
were crucified with him also reviled him in the same 
way. 45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness 
over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”  



Matthew 27:32-54 

  

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, 
“This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to save him.”50 And 
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded 
up his spirit.  



Matthew 27:32-54 

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. 
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised,53 and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those 
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled 
with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

  

 



 

Jesus, God, became one of us,  

to live and die for us.   

Once Jesus did it, it was done.  
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Psalm 99:9 

 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy 
mountain; for the LORD our God is holy! 
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The Problem:  God is holy and righteous, and 
we are not.  
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• God is righteous.  God will always do what 
is just, what is righteous. His character is the 
basis for what is righteous.   



Exodus 34:6-7 

6 The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children and the children's 
children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 
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are not.  
• God is holy. God can have nothing to do with sin.  
• God is righteous.  God will always do what is just, what 

is righteous. His character is the basis for what is 
righteous.  

• We are not.  We are sinners.  Don’t recognize 
God for who He is.  We don’t find our 
greatest joy in Him.  We don’t trust Him.  We 
deserve judgement.  



Matthew 5:17-20 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.  



Matthew 5:17-20 

  
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.  
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We don’t find our greatest joy in Him.  We don’t trust Him.  We 
deserve judgement.  

The Solution: God loves us and does for us what 
we cannot do.   
• God is love.  



John 3:16 

 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 
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2. Couldn’t God have saved another way?  
• Not according to God.   
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Matthew 26:39 

 

39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as you will.” 
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Romans 5:18-19 

 

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the 
one man's disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 
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B. Jesus died in our place. He took on Himself 
our punishment.    
o Physical pain – persecution  
o Emotional pain – rejection 
o Spiritual pain – bearing our sin  
o Death – physically, spiritually  

o Received our righteous punishment – 
Propitiation.  

 



1 John 4:10 

 

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 
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2. Couldn’t God have saved another way? 

3. What did Jesus do that saves us?  
A. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life.  He earned righteousness 

for us.   

B. Jesus died in our place. He took on Himself 
our punishment.    
o Physical pain – persecution  
o Emotional pain – rejection 
o Spiritual pain – bearing our sin  
o Death – physically, spiritually  
o Received our righteous punishment – Propitiation.  

o Jesus did what no one else could do.  

 
 



Hebrews 10:1-4 

 1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good 
things to come instead of the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are 
continually offered every year, make perfect those 
who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have 
ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having 
once been cleansed, would no longer have any 
consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there 
is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 



Hebrews 10:11-14 

11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time 
a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of God,13 waiting from that time until his 
enemies should be made a footstool for his 
feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are being sanctified. 
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Jesus’ death: 

 

• Human – our representative – if not man, His 
work wouldn’t apply.   

• God –paid price completely – if not God, still 
debt owed.   
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4. What are the benefits of Jesus’ life and death 
for us?  
• Jesus restores our relationship with God.  Not just “NOT GUILTY” but 

“RIGHTEOUS”! 
• Jesus dies in our place.   
• Jesus takes on our punishment.  
• Jesus frees us from the bondage of sin.  
• Jesus intercedes for us.  
• Jesus sent the Holy Spirit.  

• Jesus will eventually welcome us into God’s 
immediate, eternal presence, forever.  
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Takeaways:  

• If never trusted and treasured Jesus, trust and treasure Him.  
• If still carrying guilt and shame, ponder Jesus, and celebrate His 

already taking it all.  
• If still trying to earn God’s approval by attitudes and or 

behaviors, STOP IT.  If still “beating yourself up”, STOP IT.  
• If still struggling with sin that seems to have you enslaved, focus 

on power of Jesus’ life and death. (Study Romans 6) 
• Begin each morning contemplating our righteousness because of 

Jesus’ life and death.  

• Initiate at least one conversation about 
Jesus with someone who is not yet 
“righteous”.  


