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The good news of Jesus is that He didn’t 
stay in the grave; Jesus’ resurrection 
confirms that He overcame our final enemy 
and invites us to experience life 
transforming happiness that comes from 
being raised with Him.   
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         Our Enemy Defeated By Christ 

 

1. The enemy of the Resurrection 
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Death and Mortality 

 

• Number of deaths: 2,626,418 (54,000,000) 

• Death rate: 823.7 deaths per 100,000 
population 

• Life expectancy: 78.8 years (Global life 
expectancy at birth in 2015 was 71.4 years) 

• Infant Mortality rate: 5.82 deaths per 1,000 
live births 
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Death and Mortality 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death: 

•   

• Heart disease: 633,842 

• Cancer: 595,930 

• Stroke: 140,323 

• Alzheimer’s disease: 110,561 

• Diabetes: 79,535 

• Intentional self-harm (suicide): 44,193 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
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Death and Mortality 

Number of deaths for leading causes of death: 

•  Legal induced abortions: 664,435  

• Heart disease: 633,842 

• Cancer: 595,930 

• Stroke: 140,323 

• Alzheimer’s disease: 110,561 

• Diabetes: 79,535 

• Intentional self-harm (suicide): 44,193 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

Surveillance Summaries / November 25, 2016 / 65(12);1–44 
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         Our Enemy Defeated By Christ 

 

1. The enemy of the Resurrection 

2. The problems without the Resurrection 



1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified 
about God that he raised Christ, whom he did 
not raise if it is true that the dead are not 



1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we 
have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 
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         Our Enemy Defeated By Christ 

 

1. The enemy of the Resurrection 

2. The problems without the Resurrection 

3. The theories against the Resurrection 



WHICH THEORY BEST FITS THE DATA ABOUT THE RESURRECTION CLAIMS?  
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raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we 
have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  
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1. Our Enemy Defeated by Christ 

2. Our Hope Validated in Christ 



         Our Hope Validated in Christ 

 

1. The resurrection validates what 
Jesus did in His life. 
 



         Our Hope Validated in Christ 

 

1. The resurrection validates what 
Jesus did in His life. 

2. The resurrection validates what 
Jesus did on the cross. 
 



Matthew 28:1-10 

1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And 
behold, there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the 
guards trembled and became like dead men. 



Matthew 28:1-10 

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead, and behold, he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I 
have told you.”8 So they departed quickly from 
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples.  



Matthew 27:57-66 

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man 
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a 
disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be 
given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and 
wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in 
his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. 
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the 
tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 



Matthew 27:57-66 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor 
said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will 
rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him 
away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ 
and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate 
said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it 
as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the 
tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 
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1. Resurrection validates Jesus work in His life. 
A. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life.  He 

earned righteousness for us.   
o Jesus never gave into temptation.  
o Jesus fulfilled (kept) the Law    

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

1. Resurrection validates Jesus work in His life. 

2. The resurrection validates Jesus work on 
cross. 
A. Jesus died in our place. He took on Himself 

our punishment.    
o Took our Pain (physical, emotional and spiritual) 
o Received our righteous punishment – Propitiation. 
o Jesus did what no one else could do.   

 
 

 



 

1. Our Enemy Defeated by Christ 

2. Our Hope Validated in Christ 

3. Our Life United with Christ  



         Our Life United with Christ 

 

1. The women's response. 

2. Our response. 
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the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And 
behold, there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the 
guards trembled and became like dead 
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be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he 
is going before you to Galilee; there you will see 
him. See, I have told you.”8 So they departed 
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples.  
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9 And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took 
hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 
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Our Response. 

Inappropriate Responses: 
 

Appropriate Responses: 
• Growing bold when 

considering death 

• Living today in light of the 
Resurrection  

• Passionate about creating 
relationships for the purpose 
of sharing the resurrection of 
Jesus 

• Believing that Jesus earned 
our standing before God.  

• Increasing happiness and 
hope in our circumstances. 
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Jesus to bold proclaimers of his death and 
resurrection.  
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Takeaways 

 

• Read the Beginning of Acts to see how the disciples were 
transformed from doubters who were afraid to identify 
themselves with Jesus to bold proclaimers of his death and 
resurrection.  

• Read the Case for Christ and investigate or deepen in some 
of the claims that caused Lee Strobel to change his mind 
towards Christianity.   

• Pray intentionally this week to be changed 
by the truth.  He is no longer in the tomb, He 
is risen, and I want to live my life in view of 
that reality.   
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