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 Together we spent the first 10 weeks of 
this series looking ahead to a Savior (the 
purpose of the Old Testament), and then we 
spent the last four weeks looking at the Savior, 
Jesus, in the Gospels.  This week, we look at the 
purpose for which the Promised Messiah came – 
to give God’s righteousness to all who treasure 
Him!   

  



Romans 3:19-26 

 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his sight, 
since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But 
now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it—  



Romans 3:19-26 

  
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by 
his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins.  



Romans 3:19-26 

 

 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
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So Important 

 

If we fake it…we’re missing out 

If we ignore it…we’re missing out 

If we dismiss it…we’re missing out 

 

If we can really get this… 

   there is nothing better! 
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Defining Terms 

 

Righteous – morally pure, good, virtuous, just 

Righteousness – quality of being… 

Righteousness of God – God’s quality of being 
perfectly… 

Faith – A conviction, full of joyful trust, that 
Jesus is the Promised Savior - which is inevitably 
followed by conduct inspired by such trust  
(head, heart, action) 

 



Defining Terms 

 

Justified – the act of being declared righteous, 
morally pure, just  
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Defining Terms 

 

Justified – the act of being declared righteous, 
morally pure, just  

Redemption – Release upon payment of a 
ransom  

Propitiation – An appeasing payment, atoning 
sacrifice 

 



 
Two Weeks Ago 

  

 
The Problem:  God is holy and righteous, and we 
are not.  
• God is holy. God can have nothing to do with sin.  
• God is righteous.  God will always do what is just, what 

is morally right.  

• We are not.   



Back to Romans 3 

 

Being Declared Righteous… 

 



Back to Romans 3 

 

Being Declared Righteous… 

–Is impossible for us to earn (vs.19-21) 

 



Romans 3:19-26 

 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified (declared to be 
righteous, morally pure) in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin (but not the power 
to overcome it).  



Romans 3:19-26 

 

21 But now the righteousness of God (God’s perfect 
moral purity and goodness) has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it—  
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• Genesis 3 – A Savior will come to crush the 
snake’s head 

• Genesis 12 – God’s promise to Abraham 

• 2 Samuel 7 – God’s Promise to David 

• Micah 5 – The Savior will come from 
Bethlehem 

• Isaiah 53 – The Savior will make many to be 
‘accounted righteous’    



Isaiah 53:10-11 

10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an 
offering for guilt (propitiation), he shall see his 
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of 
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the 
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 
servant, make many to be accounted righteous 
(justified), and he shall bear their iniquities 
(redemption). 



 

Being Declared Righteous… 

– Is impossible for us to earn (vs.19-21) 

–Has Always Been the Point (v.21) 

 



 

Being Declared Righteous… 

– Is impossible for us to earn (vs.19-21) 

–Has Always Been the Point (v.21) 

–Is a Gift (vs.22-24) 

 



Romans 3:19-26 

  
22 The righteousness of God (God’s perfect moral 
purity) through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction (among those 
who believe): 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,24 and are justified (declared 
righteous, morally pure, just) by his grace as a gift,  



Receiving a Gift 



Receiving a Gift 

1.Take your attention off of yourself- this is not 
about you. This kind person loves you and 
wanted you to have something. It doesn’t 
matter if you asked for it. It doesn’t matter if you 
think you deserve it. What matters is that you 
honor the person that gifted it to you. 



Receiving a Gift 

2. Say thank you and consider what it took to – 
 -Take the time to consider giving you a gift 
 and then file that action in the MUST DO 
 column. 

 -Sacrifice the money, or possibly swallow 
 some pride to extend an olive branch.  

 -Accept the vulnerability - Look you in the 
 eye and hand it to you. 

 



Receiving a Gift 

 

There is no need to feel guilty about receiving a 
gift. Love and cherish the one who gave it to you 
and enjoy! 

  -April Julson- 
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Being Declared Righteous… 

– Is impossible for us to earn (vs.19-21) 
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Romans 3:19-26 

  
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,24 and are justified (declared righteous, morally 
pure, just) by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption (release upon paying a ransom) that is 
in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation (atoning sacrifice, appeasing payment) 
by his blood, to be received by faith (the conviction, 
full of joyful trust, that Jesus is the Promised Savior).  



By Faith 

• Faith is not karmic optimism 

• Faith is not just intellectual assent 

• Faith is not surrendering my mind to the 
church 

• People will always invent other ways they 
believe will get them to heaven 

• Working our way, doing more good that bad, 
making our propitiation – feels right to us 

 



By Faith 

Faith is the conviction, full of joyful trust, that 
what we are offered in Jesus is the absolute best 
gift in world – inevitably followed by the 
conduct inspired by such trust.  But, our being 
declared righteous is never based on our 
conduct! 
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Being Declared Righteous… 

– Is impossible for us to earn (vs.19-21) 

–Has Always Been the Point (v.21) 

– Is a Gift (vs.22-24) 

– Is Received By Faith (v.25) 

So that… 

–God gets All the Credit (v.26) 

 



Romans 3:23-26 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
 



God is Just - He is the One receiving the 
payment of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice so that we 
might be bought out of slavery 

 



God is Just - He is the One receiving the 
payment of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice so that we 
might be bought out of slavery 

 

God is the Justifier – He is also the One making 
the payment, He put forth Jesus as the 
Propitiation to meet the demands of His own 
justice! 



So That… 

God gets all the glory -  

• For His perfect justice 

• For His perfect love 

• For His perfect sacrifice 

• For His perfect provision 

• For His perfect patience 

• For His perfect Savior… 



So what? 

 

Everything comes down to this: 

 

  



So what? 

 

Everything comes down to this: 

 

  -On what is my being declared  
   righteous based?  
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Something to think about this week: 
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Takeaway 

Something to think about this week: 

• How comfortable am I receiving gifts? 

• What about a gift makes me uncomfortable? 

• How do I demonstrate appreciation for the 
gifts I have received?   

• If you trust Christ, how do you demonstrate 
appreciation for God’s gifts?  

 



For those of us who love Jesus,  
who treasure Him, we celebrate:  

That Christ by His perfect obedience and death,  
erased my debt of sin – past, present and future   

He fully paid the price  
to uphold the Father’s justice on my behalf 

And, God credited the obedience and work of Christ to me   
Credit which I received by faith:   

faith not of my own making, but the gift of God   
So that, both, God’s justice and His grace  
are glorified by saving a sinner like me –  

Thank you God. 

 


