
 



 

Stephen:  A Model for Preaching? 



 

Stephen was a humble servant. 



 

Acts 6:1-5 
1Now in these days when the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right 
that we should give up preaching the word of 
God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick 
out from among you seven men of good repute,  
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote 



 

Acts 6:1-5 

ourselves  to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full  
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.   
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Stephen displayed the grace of God. 

Acts 6:8 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 
doing great wonders and signs among the 
people.  
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Acts 7:48-50 

48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses 
made by hands, as the prophet says, 49 “‘Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. 
What kind of house will you build for me, says 
the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did 
not my hand make all these things?’ 
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51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your  
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.” 

Acts 7:51-53 
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Stephen was focused on Jesus in the 
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Acts 7:54-56 

54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.  
55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
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Acts 7:54-60 
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.  55 But he, full of the 
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  

56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
 the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  
57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him.58 Then they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  
60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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Stephen’s faith expressed was used  
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Acts 8:1 
1 And there arose on that day a great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem, 
and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles.  
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Acts 1:8 
1 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” 
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Acts 5:27-28 
27 And when they had brought them, they set 
them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged 
you not to teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you  
intend to bring this man's blood upon us.”  
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27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the 
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Stephen’s faith expressed was a 
testimony to others of the power of 
the gospel. 
 
 



 

Stephen’s faith expressed was a 
testimony to others of the power of 
the gospel. 

Acts 8:1-3 
1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there 
arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 
the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging 
the church, and entering house after house, he  
dragged off men and women and committed them to 
prison. 



 

Acts 9:1-5 
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against 
the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from 
heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the 
ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who 
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.  
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Takeaways: 
• When facing a difficult circumstance this week, think 

about Stephen, ask God to help you genuinely respond 
like Stephen. 

• Ask yourself, is how you are responding to difficult 
circumstances displaying the satisfaction you find in 
God, in a way that would encourage others to trust 
Him? 

• Think of someone who is walking in faith through 
difficult circumstances, encourage them. 

• Thank God for someone you know who has 
faithfully trusted God through difficulty in a 
way that encouraged your faith. 


