
The Mustard and the Leaven 



 

Matthew 13:31-33 
31 He put another parable before them, 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a man took and 
sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all 
seeds, but when it has grown it is larger 
than all the garden plants and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 33 He told  



 

Matthew 13:31-33 
them another parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven that a woman took 
and hid in three measures of flour, till it 
was all leavened.” 
 



 
The kingdom of heaven is here now, but 

will not always be very obvious. So, don’t 
miss it, because its impact is life 

transforming and it will eventually be 
unmistakably obvious. 
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Luke 1:31-33 
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David,33 and 
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 



 

Matthew 3:1-2 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea,2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 



 

Matthew 4:17 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 



 

Luke 17:20-21 
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God would come, he answered 
them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in 
ways that can be observed,21 nor will they say, 
‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 
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What is it? 
The kingdom of heaven is… the reign or rule of 
God however and wherever it is manifest. 
• It is a present reality in the lives of those 

who treasure Jesus. 
o We experience the blessings of God reigning in 

our lives. 
 Joy of sharing with others. 

 Hopeful anticipation of the 
consummation of the kingdom. 
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What is it? 
The kingdom of heaven is… the reign or rule of 
God however and wherever it is manifest. 
• It was initiated with Jesus’ 1st coming. 
• It is a present reality in the lives of those who treasure Jesus. 

• It is a future hope, the consummation of 
which no one will miss. 

 



 

Luke 19:11 
11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to 
tell a parable, because he was near to 
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the 
kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 



 

Acts 1:6-8 
6 So when they had come together, they asked 
him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” 
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False expectations: 
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• It’s going to be big. 
• It’s going to go fast. 

• It’s going to be popular. 
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Why isn’t it obvious? 
The reality: 
• It’s going to start small. 
• It’s going to grow slowly. 

• It is going to be inconspicuous. 



 

When will it be unmistakably 
obvious? 



 

When will it be unmistakably 
obvious? 

• Jesus’ kingdom is growing now. Slowly. 



 

When will it be unmistakably 
obvious? 

• Jesus’ kingdom is growing now. Slowly. 

• Jesus’ 2nd coming will initiate His complete 
kingdom reign. 



 

Romans 8:18-25 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 



 

Romans 8:18-25 
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption 
as sons, the redemption of our bodies.24 For in 
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 



 

Romans 8:18-25 
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 



 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 
the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall 
be changed. 53 For this perishable body must 



 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality. 54 When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is 
your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us 



 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain. 
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Takeaways: 
• In your experience of OST, don’t be discouraged. 
• As you look at the world, Jesus is building His 

kingdom. Don’t be discouraged. 
• Live today, with an eye on Jesus’ return. Be hope-

filled.  
• With an eye to Jesus’ return, continue to invest in 

building His kingdom. 

• Never lose hope. 


