


 

Nicodemus 



 

From Nicodemus’ interaction with Jesus we 
learn about the process and magnitude of  
what is involved in someone coming to  
treasure Jesus. 



 

John 3:1-15 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named  
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter  
a second time into his mother's womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you,  



 

John 3:1-15 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 
of Israel and yet you do not understand these 



 

John 3:1-15 

things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what 
we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have 
told you earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  
13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 



 

It appears to begin with questions 
about Jesus. 



 

John 3:1-3 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher come from God, for 
no one can do these signs that you do unless 
God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”  



 

It appears to begin with questions 
about Jesus. 
 
A Divine initiative is essential. 



 

A Divine initiative is essential. 



 

John 3:1-7 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named  

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born? 



 

John 3:1-7 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 



 

It appears to begin with questions 
about Jesus. 
 
A Divine initiative is essential. 
 
God’s initiative is Divine, it is 
miraculous. 



 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is 
miraculous. 



 

John 3:1-8 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named  

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born? 
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5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  



 

Faith = Regeneration = Conversion 



 

Faith = Regeneration = Conversion 
 
Faith = Regeneration + Conversion 



 

Regeneration – “Regeneration is a secret act  
of God in which He imparts new spiritual life  
to us.”  
 
    - Wayne Grudem 
 



 

Regeneration – “Regeneration is a secret act  
of God in which He imparts new spiritual life  
to us.”  
 
Conversion – “Conversion is our willing 
response to the gospel call, in which we 
sincerely repent of sins and place our trust  
in Christ for salvation.” 
 
    - Wayne Grudem 
 



 

Faith = Regeneration + Conversion 



 

It appears to begin with questions 
about Jesus. 
 

A Divine initiative is essential. 
 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is 
miraculous. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a 
radical spiritual transformation. 



 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a 
radical spiritual transformation. 



 

John 3:1-8 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named  

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother's womb and be born? 



 

John 3:1-8 

5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  



 

Ezekiel 36:25-26 

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 
shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and  
from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And  
I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
put within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. 



 

It appears to begin with questions about 
Jesus. 
 

A Divine initiative is essential. 
 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is miraculous. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a 
radical spiritual transformation. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a 
drastic worldview shift. 
 
 



 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a 
drastic worldview shift. 



 

John 3:1-9 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8 The wind  

blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” 



 

It appears to begin with questions about Jesus. 
 

A Divine initiative is essential. 
 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is miraculous. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a radical spiritual 
transformation. 
 
God’s miraculous initiative produces a drastic worldview 
shift. 

 

These spiritual principles are conveyed 
in the Old Testament. 
 
 



 

These spiritual principles are conveyed 
in the Old Testament. 



 

John 3:1-10 
 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows  
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus 

said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things?  
 



 

It appears to begin with questions about Jesus. 
 

A Divine initiative is essential. 
 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is miraculous. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a radical spiritual 
transformation. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a drastic worldview shift. 
 

These spiritual principles are conveyed in the Old Testament. 

 

God’s miraculous initiative is essential 
if anyone is to see spiritual things. 
 



 

God’s miraculous initiative is essential 
if anyone is to see spiritual things. 



 

John 3:1-12 
 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to 

him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows  
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 

of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10 Jesus answered him,  

“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony.12 If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things?  



 

It appears to begin with questions about Jesus. 
 

A Divine initiative is essential. 
 

God’s initiative is Divine, it is miraculous. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a radical spiritual transformation. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative produces a drastic worldview shift. 
 

These spiritual principles are conveyed in the Old Testament. 
 

God’s miraculous initiative is essential if anyone is to see spiritual things. 

 

Our treasuring Jesus is essential to our 
being saved, and is the evidence that 
God has done His work. 



 

Our treasuring Jesus is essential to our 
being saved, and is the evidence that 
God has done His work. 



 

John 3:1-15 
 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

 “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 

and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.
12 If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No  
one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 



 

John 3:1-16 
 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is  born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we 
have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
  

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that  
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 



 

Nicodemus came to treasure Jesus… 



 

John 7:45-52 
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring 
him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke 
like this man!” 47 The Pharisees answered them, “Have 
you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities 
or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that 
does not know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, 
who had gone to him before, and who was one of 
them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man 
without first giving him a hearing and learning what 
he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? 
Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.” 



 

John 19:38-39 

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who 
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So 
he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus 
also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, 
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about seventy-five pounds in weight. 



 

Takeaways: 



 

Takeaways: 

• If you are asking questions, keep asking, 
and know God is moving. 
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• If you are asking questions, keep asking, 
and know God is moving. 

• Those of us treasuring Jesus celebrate the 
Divine initiative that God has 
accomplished. 



 

Takeaways: 

• If you are asking questions, keep asking, 
and know God is moving. 

• Those of us treasuring Jesus celebrate the 
Divine initiative that God has accomplished. 

• Every time you see a baby, thank God for 
giving you new life. 


