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Our experience with God through faith in Jesus 

transforms our lives.  We think, feel and act 
differently because of the new life we have in 

Christ.   The principal expression of our lives of 
faith is love.  Our enjoyment of God’s limitless 

love inevitably flows out of us. 

  

 



 

• We love others who love Jesus.  



John 13:34-35 

 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  
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John 13:34-35 

 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  

 



1 John 3:16-18 

 

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life 
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's 
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes 
his heart against him, how does God's love 
abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth. 



1 John 4:7-8 

 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God.8 Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is love 
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• We love others who love Jesus. 
1) Jesus is our model for how to love.  
2) Our loving one another testifies to the 

genuineness of our faith.     

3) Our loving one another is God’s 
primary way of publicizing the 
gospel.   



John 13:34-35 

 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
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• We love others who love Jesus. 

• We love those who desperately need 
to meet Jesus.   



Acts 1:7-8 

 

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority.8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 
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We are eager and determined to introduce 
them to Jesus so they might enjoy what we 

are enjoying.  
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How do we love those  
yet to believe?   

• Intentionally build relationships with them. 

• Devote ourselves to people we enjoy. 

• Find mutual areas of interest.   

• Accept them for who they are.  

• Never make them a project.   

• Articulate the love of Jesus whenever 
appropriate.   

• Enjoy our relationship with them.  



 

• We love others who love Jesus. 

• We love those who desperately need to 
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• We love others who love Jesus. 

• We love those who desperately need to 
meet Jesus. 

• We love those who desire to hurt us.    



 
Matthew 5:43-48 

  
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even 
the tax collectors do the same?  



 
Matthew 5:43-48 

  
 

 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles 
do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.  

  

 



Here’s my definition of  
loving our enemies… 

 

With hearts filled with hope for their 
good, we joyfully and tangibly, express 
loving kindness to people who would 

prefer to do us harm.   



Misconceptions of love:  



Misconceptions of love:  

 

• Christian love is just an action, our feelings 
don’t matter.  



Misconceptions of love:  

 

• Christian love is just an action, our feelings 
don’t matter. (Hypocrisy) 



Misconceptions of love:  

 

• Christian love is just an action, our feelings 
don’t matter. (Hypocrisy) 

• As long as I am not acting on my hate, I’m 
loving.  



Misconceptions of love:  

 

• Christian love is just an action, our feelings 
don’t matter. (Hypocrisy) 

• As long as I am not acting on my hate, I’m 
loving. (Passivity) 
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• We love others who love Jesus. 
• We love those who desperately need to meet 

Jesus. 

• We love those who desire to hurt us. 
1) Our loving those who desire to hurt us is 

evidence of the genuineness of our faith.  

2) Our loving those who desire to hurt 
us is made possible through our 
faith in Jesus.      





Romans 5:6-8 

 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
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• We love others who love Jesus. 
• We love those who desperately need to meet Jesus. 

• We love those who desire to hurt us. 
1) Our loving those who desire to hurt us is 

evidence of the genuineness of our faith.  
2) Our loving those who desire to hurt us is made 

possible through our faith in Jesus.  

3) Our loving those who desire to hurt us 
is the expression of the radical 
transformation God is doing in our 
lives.       



 
Matthew 5:43-48 

  
 

 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same?  47 And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
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Takeaways:  

• Though we have been forgiven, we are in a process, we are growing in our 
experience of God’s love, and therefore our ability to express it. 

• Identify the person who is the hardest for you to love.   
o Ask God to make the amount of your offenses against Him (God) more clear.    
o Ask God to increase your understanding of the cost He paid to redeem you more 

precise. 
o Ask God to help you more fully experience His forgiveness and grace.  
o Ask God to reveal to you the depth of the hurt, pain and need of the person you 

are having trouble loving. 
o Ask God to give you a vision of how that individual’s life could be touched by Him 

(God), through you, as you love them.   
o Make a plan on how to practically express the growing love you have for this 

person.  

o Execute the plan.  Love them as Jesus has 
loved you.          


