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God wants us to trust Him in all circumstances.  
Luke, in order to encourage our trust in God, 
writes to help us embrace the truth that God 
works in ways that we would never choose to 

fulfill His loving plan. 

  

 



 

• We can trust that God uses all circumstances 
to promote the gospel.  
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Luke’s 2 volumes:  

 

Luke – Volume 1 – all that Jesus did while He was   
    on earth to promote the gospel.  

 

Acts –  Volume 2 – all that Jesus did through the  
    Apostles after he left to promote the    
    gospel.    



Acts 1:1-8 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive 
to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. 



Acts 1:1-8 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard 
from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked 
him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 
his own authority.  



Acts 1:1-8 

 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 
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Acts 5:27-28 

 

27 And when they had brought them, they set 
them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged 
you not to teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and 
you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 



So where to next?  



So where to next?  

 

Judea and Samaria 



So where to next?  

 

Judea and Samaria 

 
God’s going to move the gospel to 

Judea and Samaria in a way we would 
never choose.  



Acts 7:51-8:8 

 

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your 
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.”   
 



Acts 7:51-8:8 

 

54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But 
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a 
loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him.  



Acts 7:51-8:8 

 

58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. 
And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees 
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep.  



Acts 7:51-8:8 

 

8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there 
arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles.2 Devout men buried Stephen 
and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul 
was ravaging the church, and entering house after 
house, he dragged off men and women and 
committed them to prison.   

 



Acts 7:51-8:8 
 

4 Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the 
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was 
being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw 
the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out 
with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, 
and many who were paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.  
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  …the gospel goes forward.  
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• Jesus 



Acts 4:27-28 

 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered 
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom 
you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your 
plan had predestined to take place. 
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Stephen – stoned to death 

 “Stephen a man full of faith” 

 “Stephen full of grace and power” 

 “his face was like the face of an angel”    



Acts 7:54-56 

 
54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
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• Luke speaks highly of Stephen 

• His response   



Acts 7:59-60 

 
59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called 
out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling 
to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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Our trusting God in difficult 
circumstances vividly displays the 

power of the gospel to others.  
 

Stephen – stoned to death 

Followers of Jesus – persecuted, forced to  
    flee from their homes 

• Shared Jesus’ love wherever they 
went  



Acts 8:4-8 

4 Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the 
Christ. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid 
attention to what was being said by Philip, when 
they heard him and saw the signs that he 
did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of many who had them, and many 
who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there 
was much joy in that city. 



 

Guess who witnessed Stephen’s and the 
followers of Jesus response to suffering?  



 

Guess who witnessed Stephen’s and the 
followers of Jesus response to suffering?  

 
SAUL 



Acts 7:58-8:1a 

58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.”60 And falling to his knees he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. 
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• We can trust that God uses all circumstances to 
promote the gospel.  

• Our trusting God in difficult circumstances 
vividly displays the power of the gospel to 
others.  

• Wherever we go, Jesus and the gospel go 
too, and there is always joy.   



Acts 7:51-8:8 
 

 4Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the 
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was 
being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw 
the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out 
with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, 
and many who were paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.  
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Takeaways:  
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• “OPPORTUNITY” 

• Trust in the big and little. 

• Make a list of people watching you. (Family, Friends, Work 
Associates, Neighbors, Casual Acquaintance) 

• Hang with someone you know who trusts thoroughly. 

• Come alongside someone you know facing 
difficulty. 


