THE CHURCH AND THE

LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY:

WHY DON’T WE
GET ALONG?
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e 2 Sexes: Male and Female
* Relational Beings: A Great Thing
o Degrees of relational connection
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To be clear:

Not a sin to be tempted.

Willingly embracing inappropriate expressions of
relational intimacy is evidence of not trusting God.
(Sin)

Fighting temptation is evidence of trust.
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The Church’s Response — Not so Good
CAVE or FIGHT

1) CAVE: God loves us and He has no problem with
our distorting His design. It’s ok to not trust Him

on this.

What this is producing: Folks believing they are good
with God, when they are not.
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11

90r do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice
homosexuality, 19 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards,

nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
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The Church’s Response — Not so Good
CAVE or FIGHT

2) FIGHT: God hates sin, and has called us to get rid
of it.

What it has produced: Folks feeling hated by Christians.

What our approach has been:
Making homosexuality a more heinous sin
More determined to denounce homosexuality than to promote Jesus
Not emphasizing the joy found in God’s design

* Not displaying love in our interactions peopLE’s

cnojce




God’s Design for our Happiness

God’s Design Distorted

The Church’s Response

Our Response i




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not
affirmed by us. We build the opportunity to point

them to Jesus.

PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us. We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

* Never expect those who don’t love God to hold
a Christian perspective

PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand

and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed

by us. We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

* Never expect those who don’t love God to hold

a Christian perspective
View every individual as being created in the

image of God

PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us. We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Never expect those who don’t love God to hold
a Christian perspective
View every individual as being created in the image of God

Be more dedicated to hanging with those who

need Jesus
PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us. We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Never expect those who don’t love God to hold a

Christian perspective

View every individual as being created in the image of God
Be more dedicated to hanging with those who need Jesus

Be more devoted to promoting Jesus’ love
above all else PEOPLE’S

chm’ce




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us. We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Never expect those who don’t love God to hold a Christian perspective
View every individual as being created in the image of God

Be more dedicated to hanging with those who need Jesus

Be more devoted to promoting Jesus’ love above all else

Be more concerned about people’s eternal

destinies than their sexual indiscretion (Sin)
PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Never expect those who don’t love God to hold a Christian perspective

View every individual as being created in the image of God

Be more dedicated to hanging with those who need Jesus

Be more devoted to promoting Jesus’ love above all else

Be more concerned about people’s eternal destinies than their sexual indiscretion (Sin)

Be more committed to building relationships in

which we establish that we and God love them
PEOPLE’S

choice




Our Response — Let’s Be Better: Lovingly stand
and point to Jesus.

What we will produce: Folks feeling loved by us
(Christians), though their lifestyle choices are not affirmed
by us We build the opportunity to point them to Jesus.

Never expect those who don’t love God to hold a Christian perspective

View every individual as being created in the image of God

Be more dedicated to hanging with those who need Jesus

Be more devoted to promoting Jesus’ love above all else

Be more concerned about people’s eternal destinies than their sexual indiscretion (Sin)

Be more committed to building relationships in which we establish that we and God love them

Always lovingly point to God’s design.
Never compromise. PEOPLE’S
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