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I. Don’t embrace the tension 

A. Imbalance � God’s Justice



A. Imbalance � Gods Justice

1. God is Just



What is God’s Justice?

God acts equitably; acquitting or

punishing every person on the

merits of the case.



Deut. 32:3-4

3 For I will proclaim the name of the 

Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!

4 “The Rock, his work is perfect,

for all his ways are justice.



Hebrews 10:30-31

30 For we know him who said,

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And

again, “The Lord will judge his people.”

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands

of the living God.



Nahum 1:2-6

2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; 

the LORD is avenging and wrathful; the 

LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries 

and keeps wrath for his enemies. 3 The 

LORD is slow to anger and great in power, 

and the LORD will by no means clear the 

guilty. His way is in whirlwind and storm, 



and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 4

He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he 

dries up all the rivers; ... 5 The mountains 

quake before him; the hills melt; the earth 

heaves before him, the world and all who 

dwell in it. 6 Who can stand before his 

indignation? Who can endure the heat of 

his anger? His wrath poured out like fire, & 

the rocks are broken into pieces by him.



Revelation 19:15

“From his mouth comes a sharp sword

with which to strike down the nations,

and he will rule them with a rod of

iron. He will tread the winepress of

the fury of the wrath of God the

Almighty.”



A. Imbalance � God’s Justice

1. God is Just

2. Imbalanced thinking, feeling 

and living.



Thinking, Feeling, living. 

• Angry

• Wrathful

• Performance Based Scales

• Not a happy God



Thinking, Feeling, living. 

• Afraid

• Shame and Guilt

• Respect

• No affection



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• No desire to commune

• No desire to share

• Disinterested with God 

• Things you might say

- “I just didn’t do enough”

- “I have to do better next time”



A. Imbalance � God’s Justice

1. God is Just

2. Imbalanced thinking, feeling 

and living.

3. Justice Demands People Pay. 



Justice Demands People Pay. 



Imbalance � God’s Justice

If our primary experience with God is –

Fear, Shame, and anxiety over

performance-based acceptance, maybe

our view of God is unhealthily slanted

toward His justice.



I. Don't embrace the tension 

A. Imbalance � God’s Justice

B. Imbalance � God’s Mercy



A. Imbalance � God’s MERCY

1. God is Merciful



What is God’s Mercy?

Deliverance for people who

deserve only judgment and

punishment.



Ephesians 2:4-5

But because of his great love for us, God,

who is rich in mercy, made us alive with

Christ even when we were dead in

transgressions—it is by grace you have

been saved.



Exodus 34:6

The LORD, the LORD, a God

merciful and gracious, slow to

anger, and abounding in steadfast

love and faithfulness”



Psalm 103:8

"The LORD is merciful and

gracious, slow to anger and

abounding in steadfast love."



2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his

promise as some count slowness, but

is patient toward you, not wishing that

any should perish, but that all should

reach repentance.



A. Imbalance � God’s MERCY

1. God is Merciful

2. Imbalanced thinking, feeling 

and living.  



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• Push over

• Good-natured, but Aloof

• No Life Change Necessary 



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• Not afraid- naïve confidence

• No Shame – no boundaries

• Little Affection



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• Little to no desire to Commune

• Little to no Urgency to share

• Search empty wells for joy

• Bored with God 

-Why doesn’t God just forgive people?”

- “What about the lost person who never 

hears?”

- “Unfair that God would send people to hell”



A. Imbalance � God’s MERCY

1. God is Merciful

2. Imbalanced thinking, feeling 

and living.  

3. The Power of Mercy. 



Imbalance � God’s Mercy

If our primary experience with God is

– vaguely positive, but with minimal

interest for much investigation or

pursuit, maybe our view of God is

unhealthily slanted toward His mercy.



I. Don't embrace the tension 

A. Imbalance � God’s Justice

B. Imbalance � God’s Mercy

II. When we embrace the tension 

of God’s justice and mercy



II. Embrace the tension 

A. We hold both tighly



We hold both tighly



Take an eye for an eye!

Turn your heart into stone!

This is all I have lived for!

This is all I have known!

One word from him and I'd be back

Beneath the lash, upon the rack

Instead he offers me my freedom



I feel my shame inside me like a knife

He told me that I have a soul,

How does he know?

What spirit comes to move my life?

Is there another way to go?

I am reaching, but I fall

And the night is closing in

And I stare into the void, to the whirlpool of my 

sin



Romans 5:8-9

8 but God shows his love for us in that

while we were still sinners, Christ died

for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now

been justified by his blood, much

more shall we be saved by him from

the wrath of God.



Romans 8:1-4

8 There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has 

set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 

sin and death. 3 For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do.



Romans 8:1-4

By sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 

in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not according to the flesh 

but according to the Spirit.



II. Embrace the tension 

A. We hold both highly

B. Respect, awe and affection 

for our God.



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• God’s justice must be satisfied

• God’s Mercy comes at great cost



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• Healthy Fear

• No Guilt or Shame

• Overwhelming gratitude

• Appropriately rooted confidence

• Awe and inspiration

• Deep affection



Thinking, Feeling, Living: 

• Desire to Commune

• Urgency to share

• Reckless Abandonment 

• Don’t hold grudges, forgive.



II. Embrace the tension 

A. We hold both highly

B. Respect, awe and affection 

for our God.

C.  Justice and Mercy Collide.
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