
From Really Ugly to  
Jesus’ Glorious 2nd Coming  

(Part 2 of 2) 



 

Be watching, be ready, be awake, be on guard, 
and be prepared for Jesus’ 2nd Coming. 
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• People pretending to be Jesus 
• Civil, national, and international instability 

and turmoil 
• Natural catastrophes 
• All this bad is just the beginning of the end 
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• Intense spiritual persecution 
• Good things amidst the worse 
• Betrayal by those we most love and trust 
• Bitter and widespread hatred for us because 

of our faith 
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Before Jesus returns… 

Then it’s going to get really ugly. (13:14-23) 
 

• Somebody notoriously evil will have 
significant influence 

• Worse than anything the world has ever seen 
• God is still in control 



 

Jesus’ return will be unmistakable. 



 

Mark 13:24-27 
24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he 
will send out the angels and gather his elect from  
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.  
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Jesus’ return will be unmistakable. 
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• Jesus’ return will be completely different  

than His 1st arrival 
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Mark 13:24-27 
24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he 
will send out the angels and gather his elect from  
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.  
 



 

Jesus’ return will be unmistakable. 
 
We better not miss the numerous signs 
pointing to Jesus’ return. 



 

Mark 13:28-31 
28 From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
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We better not miss the numerous signs 
pointing to Jesus’ return. 

• Jesus has given us many signs 
• The really ugly time (tribulation) will not  

last forever 



 

Mark 13:28-31 
28 From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
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28 From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
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Jesus knows a lot about His 2nd coming. 
 
Jesus tells us a lot about His 2nd coming so we can 
be prepared. 



 

Jesus’ return will be unmistakable. 
 
We better not miss the numerous signs 
pointing to Jesus’ return. 
 
Though given signs, we won’t know 
exactly when Jesus will return. 



 

Mark 13:32-36 
32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,  
but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For 
you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like 
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore 
stay awake—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—
 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 
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What did Jesus know about His second coming? 

o Preceded by the tribulation 
o It will be spectacular; He will be recognized 

by all 
o It will occur in the generation of those who 

experience the tribulation 
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Though given signs, we won’t know 
exactly when Jesus will return. 

• Jesus didn’t know exactly when He is going  
to return 

• Jesus’ point for all of His teaching about His 
second coming: 
o Be joyfully anticipating Jesus’ 2nd coming 
o DO NOT BE SURPRISED 
o DON’T DRIFT 

 
 



 

Mark 13:32-37 
32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going 
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake 
—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come 
suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake.” 
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Takeaways: 

• Trying to figure out the exact timing of events of 
the end times is not a good use of time. 

• Not thinking about Jesus’ 2nd Coming is not wise. 
• Knowing about the benefit of Jesus’ 2nd Coming for 

us provides extraordinary hope and perspective. 
• Being ready and preparing others for Jesus’ 

return is the essence of who we are. 


