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Mark 12:35-44 
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he 
said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is 
the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy 
Spirit, declared, 
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
     until I put your enemies  
 under your feet.”’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his 
son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. 
 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and 
like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the 
best seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses 
and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and 
watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  
42 And a poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he 
called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, 
I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than 
all those who are contributing to the offering 
box. 44 For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.” 



 
In Mark’s effort to help us recognize Jesus 
and worship Him appropriately, he points 
out good examples and bad examples.  
Repeatedly, we have seen that those good 
examples come from very unexpected 
people.  



Bad Examples 



Bad Example (1) 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he 
said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is 
the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy 
Spirit, declared, 
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
     until I put your enemies  
 under your feet.”’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his 
son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. 
 



 

The Christ: A Descendant of David 

• 2 Samuel 7 – God’s promise to raise up David’s 
offspring and establish his kingdom (v.12) 

• Isaiah 11 – God will raise up a shoot from 
David’s lineage (v.1) 

• Jeremiah 23 – “I will raise up for David a 
righteous branch, and he shall reign as king and 
deal wisely…(v.5) 
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The Christ: A Descendant of David 

• 2 Samuel 7 – God promises to raise up one of 
David’s offspring and establish his kingdom… 
forever! (v.12) 

• Isaiah 11 – God will raise up a shoot from 
David’s lineage…under his leadership the wolf 
will lie down with the lamb (v.6) 

• Jeremiah 23 – “I will raise up for David a 
righteous branch, and he shall reign as king… 
This is his name: the Lord is our 
Righteousness.” (v.6) 
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35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he 
said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is 
(just) the son of David? 36 David himself, in the 
Holy Spirit, declared, 
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
     until I put your enemies  
 under your feet.”’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his 
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David says: 
 “The Lord” (God) 
 “said to my Lord” (The Christ) 
 “Sit at my (God’s) right hand…” 
 



Who is David’s ‘Lord’ – the Christ? 

• Scribes would say: A coming Davidic king who 
will rule with Godly wisdom 

 

 

 



Who is David’s ‘Lord’ – the Christ? 

• Scribes would say: A coming Davidic king who 
will rule with Godly wisdom 

• Jesus points out: Why would David call a 
descendant (a great, great, great…grandchild) 
his ‘Lord.’ 

– Throughout David’s story – Samuel was not his 
master, Saul was not his master, The priests were 
not his masters - He was subject only to God 
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Who is David’s ‘Lord’ – the Christ? 

 

 

 
Jesus is not just pointing out the 
failings of the religious leaders –  
He is giving the crowd deep, rich 

theology about Himself. 
  



Acts 2:34 – Peter at Pentecost 

 

 

 

34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, 
but he himself says, 
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
 35until I make your enemies your 
 footstool.”’ 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 



The Christ - Greater Than Angels - 
Hebrews 1:13 

 

 

 

13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, 
 “Sit at my right hand 
 until I make your enemies  
 a footstool for your feet”? 



The Christ – Our Great High Priest - 
Hebrews 10:11 

 

 

 

11 And every priest stands daily at his 
service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But 
when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of God, 13 waiting from that time until his 
enemies should be made a footstool for his 
feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected 
for all time those who are being sanctified. 



Paul in Romans 8:33-35 

 

 

 

33 Who shall bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he 
said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is 
the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy 
Spirit, declared, 
 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
     until I put your enemies  
 under your feet.”’ 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his 
son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. 
 



Who is David’s ‘Lord’ – the Christ? 

 

 

 

Jesus is not just pointing out the 
failings of the religious leaders –  
He is giving the crowd deep, rich 

theology about Himself. 
  



Why Does it Matter To Us? 
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If Jesus is not both God and man: 
• He cannot be the perfect sacrifice we need 
• He cannot cover over anyone else’s sin 
• He cannot be our representative 
• He cannot be our High Priest and Intercessor 
• God’s justice has not been satisfied 
• We still stand guilty before God 
• Faith in Christ accomplishes nothing 
• And we’re headed for hell! 
  



Why Does it Matter To Us? 

 

 

 

If Jesus is both God and man: 
• He IS the perfect sacrifice we need 
• He CAN cover over anyone else’s sin 
• He CAN be our representative 
• He CAN be our High Priest and Intercessor 
• God’s justice HAS been satisfied 
• We still stand ACQUITTED before God 
• Faith in Christ accomplishes EVERYTHING 
• And we’re headed for HEAVEN! 
  



Fully Man and Fully God 



Bad Theology   Bad Behavior 



Bad Example (2) 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and 
like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the 
best seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses 
and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 
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Remember When They Challenged Jesus’ 
Authority 

• Chapter 11:27-33 –  
• By whose authority are you doing these 

things? 
• Was John’s baptism from heaven or from 

man? 
• They wouldn’t answer… 
• They were afraid of offending the people 



 

The Religious Leaders 

• Liked the notoriety (the long robes) 
• Liked the honor (honor at public events) 
• Liked the perks (best seats at church) 
• Were not trustworthy in representing the 

Scriptures  
• Were not trustworthy in loving their neighbor 
• Were not trustworthy models in their 

expressions of worship 
 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the 
scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and 
like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the 
best seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses 
and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 





A Good Example 



 

Mark 12:35-44 
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and 
watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  
42 And a poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he 
called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, 
I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than 
all those who are contributing to the offering 
box. 44 For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
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It made the anonymous widow happy to give: 
• She would not get recognized 
• She would not be honored for her gift 
• Because Jesus points her out - we can assume 

her motives are pure 
• She gives everything she has to glorify God! 
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Formerly Anonymous Gifts  

Around RCC 

-Ben and Wesley 



 

A Good Example 

• Do we have to be poor – No 
• Does God only like small offerings – No 
• Does God only like the Tech Team - No 
• Is all of our giving monetary – No 
• Is it voided if someone notices – No 
• So what does God want? 



 

Last Week - Mark 12:29-31 

29 Jesus answered, “The most important 
(commandment) is… love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’  



  

Loving God With Everything… 
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With Everything… 

• Our finances 
• Our free time 
• Our relationships 
• Our families 
• Our priorities 
• Our attitudes 
• Our actions 

 

• Are we faking it 
• Are there places we 

are in it for approval 
• Are there places we 

are being unloving 
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done for you 

-Jesus’ death, resurrection, and intercession 

 



  

Takeaways: 

• Celebrate who God is and what He has 
done for you 

-Jesus’ death, resurrection, and intercession 

 

• Ask God to reveal any areas of life that 
don’t reflect wholehearted love of God - 

  -inauthentic 

  -doing it for others’ approval  


