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How to be Great 



In our text today, Jesus helps the disciples and us 
figure out how to be great. 



Mark 9:30-37 
30 They went on from there and passed through 
Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for 
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands 
of men, and they will kill him. And when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did 
not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask 
him. 33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another 



Mark 9:30-37 

about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down 
and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in 
the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he 
said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but him who sent me.”  



The disciples are wrestling with, “Who is 
the greatest?” 



Mark 9:30-34 
30 They went on from there and passed through 
Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for he 
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, 
and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three 
days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the 
saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33 And they came to 
Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But 
they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another about who was the greatest.  
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• Significant 
• Meaningful 
• Consequential 
• Important 
 

God created us to pursue significance, having our 
lives matter.  Desiring that our lives count, hoping 
to make a difference, is a very good thing. 



The disciples are wrestling with, “Who is 
the greatest?” 
 
Jesus doesn’t tell them not to pursue 
being great. 
 
Jesus tells them how to be great. He 
turns our understanding of great on its 
head, he turns it upside down. 
 



Jesus tells them how to be great. He 
turns our understanding of great on its 
head, he turns it upside down. 



Jesus tells them how to be great. He 
turns our understanding of great on its 
head, he turns it upside down. 

The disciple’s, the almost universal view of 
greatness: 



Jesus tells them how to be great. He 
turns our understanding of great on its 
head, he turns it upside down. 

The disciple’s, the almost universal view of 
greatness: 
 

1. Others view us as better 



Jesus tells them how to be great. He 
turns our understanding of great on its 
head, he turns it upside down. 

The disciple’s, the almost universal view of 
greatness: 
 

1. Others view us as better 
2. Others serve us 



Criteria: 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 
• Attractiveness 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 
• Attractiveness 

• Physical strength 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 
• Attractiveness 
• Physical strength 

• Popularity 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 
• Attractiveness 
• Physical strength 
• Popularity 

• Accomplishments 



Criteria: 
• Giftedness 
• Occupation 
• Athletics, Music, Art, Movies, Debate,  

Cheerleading, Pumpkins… 
• Height 
• Clothes 
• Car 
• Ethnicity 
• House 
• Attractiveness 
• Physical strength 
• Popularity 
• Accomplishments 

• Money 
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The 2 keys to being great… 
 

1. “Be last of all” 
2. “Be servant of all” 



Mark 9:33-35 
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was 
in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down 
and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.”  
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The foundation of Jesus’ view of greatness is… 

…stop comparing ourselves with others. 
 
  We are focused on Jesus. 
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Worldly view:   Jesus’ view: 
 
We are great if…   We are great if… 
 
1. Others view us   1.  We view others  

as better         as better 
 

2. Others serve us  2.  We serve others 
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Jesus illustrates greatness with a child. 



Mark 9:33-37 
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in 
the house he asked them, “What were you discussing 
on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way  
they had argued with one another about who was the 
greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. 
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he 
must be last of all and servant of all.”  36 And he took a 
child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him 
in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one 
such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”  
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Jesus illustrates greatness with a child. 

To happily serve those that others consider lowly, 
for Jesus, is to serve Jesus.   
 
To happily serve those that others consider lowly, 
for Jesus, is to serve God the Father. 
 
 

NOTHING MORE SIGNIFICANT.  THIS IS 
TRUE GREATNESS. 
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Here today… 
• Still looking for significance in comparing yourself with 

others 
• Not as motivated as you would like to serve 
• Desire more of Jesus’ greatness, less of the world’s view 
 

What can we do to become great in Jesus’ 
kingdom? How do we become humble and 
motivated to serve the lowliest? 
 

• Keep growing in our understanding and 
experience of Jesus. 

• Keep growing in our understanding and 
experience of who we are in Jesus. 
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The benefits: 
 

• We will become more humble. 
• We will become more secure. 
• We find more joy in serving. 
• We will share Jesus’ love with others. 
• We will be great in Jesus’ eyes. 
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Children’s – Holding Babies, Prep for Sunday, 
Teaching, Scheduling 
 
Students – Hosting Core Groups, Supporting 
Student Leaders, Helping Organize Camps 
 
Sundays – Greeting, Being the Face at the Connect 
Center,  Scheduling Greeting Teams 
 
Men’s/Women’s –Creating/Hosting Events, Helping 
with Registrations, Inviting Friends to Join in 




