




Ephesians 5:15-21
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence 
for Christ. 
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Those who treasure Jesus happily submit to Him. As 
we happily submit to Jesus we happily submit to 
those to whom He has given responsibility that is not 
ours. We submit, we happily encourage others to 
take the responsibility given them by Jesus.



Ephesians 6:5-9
5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and 
trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the 
way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service 
with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that 
whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the 
Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the 
same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who 
is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no 
partiality with him. 
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Why didn’t Paul condemn slavery?

1.  Christian community is small
2.  Slavery then different than slavery in America 
3.  Other atrocities not addressed
4.  Slaves and masters in church together
5.  Christians behind abolition efforts
6.  Focused on something more important 



Jesus transforms our lives and our perspective.  
Jesus becomes our focus.



• Employees - Work for our employers with the 
passion, attitude, and effort you have in belonging 
to Jesus.
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Employees and Bosses have the same Lord (Master)!
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• Whatever our role we are to do it well.
• Whatever our role we are to do it happily.
• Whatever our role we are to be encouraging others.
• Whatever our role we are examples of Jesus’ love, 

grace, and glory.
• Whatever our role and relationships the power of 

Jesus is astonishing.


