
Rejection is Marvelous 



 
Mark desires to bolster our confidence in Jesus,  
so he writes to help us see that God has a most 
unusual way of building His kingdom, of 
providing salvation for us.  The gospel is built on 
the rejection of Jesus by those who should have 
been able to recognize Him.  Nothing occurred 
by accident. 



 

Jesus has just… 



 

Jesus has just… 

• Cleaned out the temple 



 

Jesus has just… 

• Cleaned out the temple 
• Gotten religious leaders to admit,  

“We don’t know.” 



 

Parable characters: 



 

Parable characters: 

• Owner of vineyard – God 



 

Parable characters: 

• Owner of vineyard – God 
• Tenants – Religious leaders 



 

Parable characters: 

• Owner of vineyard – God 
• Tenants – Religious leaders 
• Servants – Prophets 



 

Parable characters: 

• Owner of vineyard – God 
• Tenants – Religious leaders 
• Servants – Prophets 
• Owner’s son - Jesus 



 

Mark 12:1-12 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A 
man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it 
and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, 
and leased it to tenants and went into another 
country. 2 When the season came, he sent a 
servant to the tenants to get from them some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  
4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they 
struck him on the head and treated him 
shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and him they 



 

Mark 12:1-12 

killed. And so with many others: some they beat, 
and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a 
beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said 
to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they 
took him and killed him and threw him out of the 
vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the vineyard 
do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give 
the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not read this 
Scripture: “‘The stone that the builders rejected 



 

Mark 12:1-12 

has become the cornerstone; 11 this was the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 12 And  
they were seeking to arrest him but feared the 
people, for they perceived that he had told the 
parable against them. So they left him and  
went away.   



 

Many, who should know better, will 
reject Jesus. 



 

Mark 12:1-8 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables.  
“A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around 
it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, 
and leased it to tenants and went into another 
country. 2 When the season came, he sent a 
servant to the tenants to get from them some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  
4 Again he sent to them another servant, and  
they struck him on the head and treated him 



 

Mark 12:1-8 

shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and him they 
killed. And so with many others: some they beat, 
and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a 
beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said 
to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they 
took him and killed him and threw him out of 
the vineyard. 



 

What we learn about the… 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard – Extraordinarily 
patient and forgiving 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard – Extraordinarily 
patient and forgiving 

• Tenants – ungrateful, entitled, obtuse, 
presumptuous, cruel 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard – Extraordinarily 
patient and forgiving 

• Tenants – ungrateful, entitled, obtuse, 
presumptuous, cruel 

• Servants – faithful 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard – Extraordinarily 
patient and forgiving 

• Tenants – ungrateful, entitled, obtuse, 
presumptuous, cruel 

• Servants – faithful 
• Owner’s son 



 

What we learn about the… 

• Owner of the vineyard – Extraordinarily 
patient and forgiving 

• Tenants – ungrateful, entitled, obtuse, 
presumptuous, cruel 

• Servants – faithful 
• Owner’s son - willing to die 



 

Mark 12:9-11 

9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will  
come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard 
to others. 10 Have you not read this Scripture:  
 
 “‘The stone that the builders rejected  
    has become the cornerstone;  

 

 11 this was the Lord's doing, and it is  
    marvelous in our eyes’?” 



 

Many, who should know better, will 
reject Jesus. 
 

Jesus is the heart (cornerstone) of  
God’s salvation. 



 

Mark 12:1-8 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for 
the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he 
sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him 
and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head 

and treated him shamefully.  5 And he sent another, and him they 
killed. And so with many others: some they beat, 
and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a 
beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said 
to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they 
took him and killed him and threw him out of the 
vineyard. 
 



 

Mark 12:1-11 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and  leased it to 
tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took 
him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully.  5 And he 
sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’  

8 And they took him and killed him and threw him 
out of the vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the 
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants 
and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not 
read this Scripture:  
 

 “‘ The stone that the builders rejected  
     has become the cornerstone;  

         11 this was the Lord's doing, and it is        
             marvelous in our eyes’?” 
 



 

Many, who should know better, will 
reject Jesus. 
 

Jesus is the heart (cornerstone) of  
God’s salvation. 
 

God is always at work accomplishing His 
salvific plan. 



 

God is always at work accomplishing His 
salvific plan. 



 

Mark’s design… 



 

Mark’s design… 

• 3 times Jesus predicted His death directly 



 

Mark’s design… 

• 3 times Jesus predicted His death directly 
• Predicts His death here again 



 

Mark wants us to be confident… 



 

Mark wants us to be confident… 

• Jesus’ death was no accident 



 

Mark wants us to be confident… 

• Jesus’ death was no accident 
• Jesus’ death was planned by God 



 

Mark 12:10-12 
10 Have you not read this Scripture:  
 

 “‘ The stone that the builders rejected  
     has become the cornerstone;  

 11 this was the Lord's doing, and it is     
    marvelous in our eyes’?”  
 

12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared 
the people, for they perceived that he had told the 
parable against them. So they left him and went 
away.  
 



 

What was the Lord’s doing? 



 

What was the Lord’s doing? 

  10“‘ The stone that the builders rejected  
         has become the cornerstone;  

 

 11      this was the Lord's doing, and it is  
        marvelous in our eyes’?” 

Mark 12:10-12 



 

What was the Lord’s doing? 

 “‘ The stone that the builders rejected  
     has become the cornerstone;  

 

 11 this was the Lord's doing, and it is  
    marvelous in our eyes’?” 

Mark 12:10-12 



 

God is accomplishing His salvific plan… 



 

God is accomplishing His salvific plan… 

• Those who treasure Jesus will be saved 



 

God is accomplishing His salvific plan… 

• Those who treasure Jesus will be saved 
• Those who don’t treasure Jesus will not  

be saved 



 

Mark 12:1-9 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and  
leased it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head 

and treated him shamefully.
5 And he sent another, and him they killed. 

And so with many others: some they beat, and some 
they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son.  
Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and 
the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took him and 
killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What 
will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 
destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.  



 

Mark 12:1-9 
1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and  
leased it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head 

and treated him shamefully.
5 And he sent another, and him they killed. 

And so with many others: some they beat, and some 
they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son.  
Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and 
the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took him and 
killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What 
will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 
destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.  



 

Exodus 34:5-7 
5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.  
6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,  
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but  
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 



 

Many, who should know better, will 
reject Jesus. 
 

Jesus is the heart (cornerstone) of  
God’s salvation. 
 

God is always at work accomplishing His 
salvific plan. 
 

Jesus’ rejection and His being made the 
cornerstone are marvelous. 



 

Jesus’ rejection and His being made the 
cornerstone is marvelous. 



 

Jesus’ rejection and His being made the 
cornerstone is marvelous. 

  10 “‘The stone that the builders rejected  
         has become the cornerstone;  

 

 11      this was the Lord's doing, and it is  
        marvelous in our eyes’?” 

Mark 12:10-12 



 

What is marvelous? 



 

What is marvelous? 

• God loved us enough to have Jesus rejected 



 

What is marvelous? 

• God loved us enough to have Jesus rejected 
• God used Jesus being rejected as the basis of 

our spiritual rescue 


